
NORTH MUNDHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Potential development of a new community hub at land south of Lowlands 

 

In November 2020 a planning application for a new residential housing development of 

66 homes (CDC REF 20/02989/FUL) by Sunley Estates, proposed the construction of a 

single storey 130m2 building for use and ownership by the Parish as a community centre. 

Sunley Estates informally proposed that they would equip the building with basic facilities 

such has high speed wi-fi equipment, catering and washroom facilities and a range of 

electronic technology as prescribed by the Parish Council (e.g., audio visual equipment, 

printer/copier etc). 

 

In response the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group established a small working group 

to assess the possible demand and viability of such a facility. The working group 

considered the current activities and utilisation at the Village Centre, the type of activities 

that could be carried out at the new building, the running costs and operational issues of 

having two community buildings on separate sites, accessibility and whether alternative 

additions or improvements would be more appealing. 

 

The working group consulted residents via the Parish Council website and feedback was 

also gathered via the CDC planning application responses by members of the public. The 

Playing Field Trust and Village Centre Committee were also consulted. 

 

On Wednesday 17th February the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group met to discuss the 

findings and make recommendation to The Parish Council as summarised here. 

 

The Steering Group were unanimous in their agreement that the offer from Sunley should 

be declined for the following reasons: 

1. Having two community centres on different sites will detract from the goal of 

creating a more coherent community feel for the Parish; 

2. Two centres will create logistical issues and additional operating costs over and 

above a single centre; 



3. There is a consistent level of view from public feedback that it is preferable to 

develop the existing facilities and that the proposed location is far from ideal; 

4. The proposed site would be at the western extremity of the Parish and therefore 

not easily accessible by pedestrians from for example Runcton; 

5. The proposed site would have limited car parking space; 

6. The land on which the new centre would be built would be better used as an open 

space recreational area, which under current proposals by the developer will 

provide a beneficial and alternative type of open space to existing areas. 

7. Any new investment (finance or resources) should be focussed on the existing 

centre as this: 

i. is more centrally located; 

ii. has excellent car parking; 

iii. is adjacent to the school - already a focal point for the village; 

iv. has ample opportunity for indoor and outdoor enhancements; and 

v. enables efficient single centre operations and logistics 

 

The Steering Group propose that the Parish Council decline the offer from Sunley. 

 

Additional information. 

As a consequence of this initial work a new working group under the direction of the 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering group has been formed (led by Annie MacLean). The remit 

of this group is to establish a strategic plan for the ongoing development of community 

facilities at the existing playing field and Village Centre for the next 15 years and aligned 

with the emerging Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

 

Sunley Estates have strongly indicated their offer to transfer ownership of the land at the 

eastern end of the 20/02989/FUL development to the Parish Council and to landscape 

this area in accordance with the wishes of the local community before transfer.  

 

If the Parish Council determine to decline the community hub offer from Sunley Estates, 

CDC will want to know from the Parish Council what this piece of land will be used for (in 

outline only), as it has to be viewed in the context of the overall development application. 



 

 

John Ashley 

Chair North Mundham Neighbourhood Development Plan 

18th February 2021 
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