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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 A Steering Group was formally set up in December 2018 to oversee the production of a 

Neighbourhood Plan on behalf of North Mundham Parish Council, which holds overall 

responsibility. 

 

1.2 Three Working Groups were established to help gather detailed local information to inform 

the Neighbourhood Plan.  These Working Groups were: Housing and Development, 

Environment, Community Services and Infrastructure. 

 

1.3 The specific policy areas for the Environment Working Group to address are: 

• Landscape 

• Biodiversity 

• Water 

• Historic Environment 

 

1.4 The Environment Working Group Vision for the Neighbourhood Plan is to:  

• Accommodate development with protection for biodiversity and natural assets. 

• Work with neighbouring Parishes to identify, protect and enhance key wildlife corridors 

across the Parish. 

• Support a programme to effectively manage ditches and waterways working with 

MWHG and landowners. 

• Promote enhancements to the landscape and natural environment of the parish to 

support mitigation and adaptation to climate change, such as tree planting 

 

1.5 The purpose of this report is to bring together environment evidence, identify what is 

important/special, any issues and opportunities for the Parish and to inform policy development 

of the Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

2. About North Mundham Parish 
 

An overview of Mundham Parish and its land uses 
 

2.1 North Mundham Parish is located between Chichester and the coast. It is a relatively narrow 

and long parish and is generally flat and low lying. Pagham Harbour, internationally recognised 

and protected for its wildlife, is located to the south. Lakes from historic minerals extraction 

are found in the north of the parish. The parish is bounded by the Bremere and Pagham Rifes: 

watercourses which run north to south broadly along the east and west boundaries.  

 

2.2 Agriculture is the dominant land use. Fields are generally large, with ditches, hedgerows and 

some trees at the boundaries. There are some scattered remains of woodland. Horticulture is 

a prominent industry, particularly to the north. North Mundham village is the largest settlement 
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of the Parish. Runcton, South Mundham, Bowley, Fisher and Honer are smaller settlements also 

within the Parish.  

 

Community interests and concerns regarding the environment of the Parish 
 

2.3 summary of NDP questionnaire findings 

 

2.4 anecdotal/discussion at events… 

 

3. Legislative and Policy Context  
 

International 
 

The European Landscape Convention 

3.1 The ELC1 is the first international instrument to deal in an integrated manner with the whole 

landscape. It provides an international context for landscape, placing this important resource 

alongside biodiversity and cultural heritage. The Convention is an international treaty ratified by 

members of the Council of Europe, and will therefore be unaffected by Britain’s departure from 

the European Union. Landscape is defined in the ELC as: 

“An area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and interaction of natural 

and/or human factors” 

3.2 Natural England guidelines on implementing the ELC2 highlight the need for landscape to be 

integrated throughout all aspects of development plans.  

 

The Habitats Directive and Habitats Regulations, The Bird Directive and Ramsar 

Convention  

<to be completed> 

 

National 
 

Lawton Report – Making Space for Nature ‘Bigger, Better, More Joined Up’ 

3.3 The Lawton Review concluded that establishing a coherent and resilient ecological network 

would effectively conserve biodiversity and ecosystem services, delivering many benefits to 

people, while also making efficient use of scarce land and resources. 

 

 
1 European Landscape Convention (Council of Europe Treaty Office, 2004)  
2  Guidelines for Implementing the European Landscape Convention Part 2: Integrating the Intent of the ELC 
into Plans, Polices and Strategies” (Natural England/LUC, 2009) 
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3.4 The review made 24 recommendations, but summarised what needed to be done in just four 

words: ‘more, bigger, better and joined’ by doing the following: 

• Improving the quality of current wildlife sites by better habitat management. 

• Increasing the size of existing wildlife sites. 

• Enhancing connections between sites, either through physical corridors or through 

• ‘stepping stones’. 

• Creating new sites. 

• Reducing the pressure on wildlife by improving the wider environment. 

 

The Natural Environment White Paper 2011 and Biodiversity 2020: A Strategy for 

England’s Wildlife and Ecosystem Services  

3.5 The Natural Environment White Paper for England (NEWP) (2011) highlights that nature is 

often taken for granted and undervalued, but that people cannot do without the benefits and 

services it provides, and advocates a landscape-scale approach to conservation. 

 

3.6 A biodiversity strategy for England, published in 2011 (Biodiversity 2020) builds on the NEWP 

and sets out the strategic direction for policy in the next ten years. The overall mission for this 

strategy is to halt overall biodiversity loss, support healthy, well-functioning ecosystems and 

establish coherent ecological networks, with more and better places for nature for the benefit 

of wildlife and people, and safeguarding ecosystem services for people and wildlife. The strategy 

sets out several outcomes which are delivered through action in four areas: a more integrated 

large-scale approach to conservation on land and at sea, putting people at the heart of 

biodiversity policy, reducing environmental pressures and improving our knowledge. It provides 

detail on how this should be accomplished which is cited by the National Planning Practice 

Guidance. 

 

DEFRA 25 Year Environment Plan 

3.7  <to be completed> 

 

National Planning Policy Framework and NPPG 

3.8 The NPPF requires planning policy to minimise the impacts of development on biodiversity and 

geodiversity. It refers to the need to plan for biodiversity at a landscape-scale across local 

authority boundaries, identifying the local ecological network and promoting the preservation, 

restoration and re-creation of priority habitats, ecological networks and the recovery of priority 

species population, linked to national and local targets. Therefore, it is important that the Local 

Plan enables and ensures that development contributes positively to the conservation and 

enhancement of biodiversity and geodiversity. 

 

• Paragraph 117 states that planning policies should plan for biodiversity at a landscape-

scale across local authority boundaries and identify and map components of local 

ecological networks. 

• Paragraph 118 states that planning permission should be refused for development 

resulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats, including ancient woodland 

and the loss of aged or veteran trees found outside ancient woodland, unless the need for 

and benefits of the development in that location clearly outweigh the loss. 

• <to be added to> 
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3.9 A core principle of the NPPF is that the planning system should conserve heritage assets in a 

manner appropriate to their significance. 

 

3.10 National Planning Practice Guidance expands on the content of the NPPF… <to be added to> 

 

Government consultations on emerging legislation, policy and strategy 

• The Environment Bill 

• Tree Strategy  

State of Nature 2019 Report  

 

Local  
 

Chichester Local Plan 

Adopted 

<brief overview to be added> 

 

 

Emerging  

Proposed Wildlife Corridors: 

Proposed Gaps: http://www.chichester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=32147 

 

The Preferred Approach version of the plan includes a number of policies that relate to landscape: 

2.20 Policy S26 – Natural Environment contains various criteria relating to protecting the distinctive 

local landscape character, the openness of views in and around the coast, and designated 

environmental areas. 

2.21 Policy S24 – Countryside states that outside settlement boundaries development will be 

permitted in the countryside provided that it meets certain criteria including conserving and, where 

possible, enhancing the key features and qualities of the rural and landscape character of the 

countryside setting. 

2.22 Policy S22 – Historic Environment requires that the significance of heritage assets within the 

plan area is conserved or enhanced to ensure the long term protection and enjoyment of the historic 

environment including by protecting and managing all heritage assets, archaeological sites and 

historic landscapes, designated and non-designated assets, and their setting in accordance with 

legislation and national policy. 

2.23 Policy S20 – Design requires all proposals for new development to be of high quality design that 

should respond positively to the site, surroundings and context, should physically and visually 

http://www.chichester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=32147
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integrate with its surroundings and should incorporate and/or link to high quality Green 

Infrastructure and landscaping. 

2.25 Policy S29 – Green Infrastructure states that the Council will seek to ensure development 

should reinforce and enhance the role of green infrastructure. 

2.27 Policy DM22 considers ‘Development in the Countryside’ that occurs beyond settlement 

boundaries and must meet a demonstrable need that cannot be met within or on the edge of an 

existing settlement boundary. 

2.28 Policy DM20 – Development around the Coast states that development should provide 

recreational opportunities that do not adversely affect the character, environment and appearance 

of the coast and that there are measures for mitigation of any detrimental effects including where 

appropriate the improvement of existing landscapes relating to the proposal. 

2.29 Policy DM27 – Historic Environment states that proposals should conserve and enhance the 

settings of designated and nondesignated heritage assets and respect existing designed or natural 

landscapes. The policy also makes reference to the need to ensure the individual identity of 

settlements is maintained, and the integrity of predominantly open and undeveloped character of 

the area, including the openness of the views in and around Chichester and Pagham Harbours, 

towards the city, the Cathedral, and local landmarks, is not undermined. 

2.30 Policy DM28 – Natural Environment contains various criteria relating to landscape character, 

openness of views, the tranquil and rural character of the area and the need to retain the identity of 

settlements. 

2.31 Policy DM31 – Trees, Hedgerows and Woodlands contains criteria relating to conserving and 

enhancing existing valued trees, hedgerows and woodlands. 

2.32 Policy DM32: Green Infrastructure states that all development will be expected to contribute 

towards the provision of additional green infrastructure, and the protection and enhancement of 

existing green infrastructure. 
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4. Landscape 
 

National Character Areas 
 

4.1 What is landscape and why should we consider landscape? <definition to be added> 

 

4.2 There are a variety of information sources for landscape character: from the National Character 

Areas (NCA) identified by Natural England, to local sources of information such as the 

Chichester District Council Landscape Capacity Study published in 2019.  

 

4.3 Natural England has identified high-level landscape character areas called National Character 

Areas (NCAs) across the whole country. Profiles for each NCA have been published which set 

out the characteristics and issues affecting each area.  
 

4.4 North Mundham Parish falls within a single NCA: 126 – South Coast Plain3. The South Coast 

Plain NCA is characterised as a flat, generally low lying, coastal landscape with an intricately 

indented shoreline lying between the dip slope of the South Downs and South Hampshire 

Lowlands and the waters of the English Channel, Solent and part of Southampton Water. Parts 

of the South Coast Plan NCA are an urban landscape such as the Portsmouth conurbation, 

city of Chichester and suburban villages. In between development and transport links is a 

farmed landscape of large open fields and low-density settlements. The coastline includes 

several major inlets which have particularly distinctive local landscapes and intertidal habitats 

of international environmental importance for wildfowl and waders. 

 

4.5 Identified key characteristics which can be seen in North Mundham Parish: 

• A parish incorporating both open arable farmland and relatively low-density settlements.  

• A fertile area that supports intensive arable farming and horticulture, particularly soft fruit. 

There are concentrations of glasshouses in some areas and increasing use of polytunnels. 

Stretches of farmed land lie between settlements, often with large arable fields defined by 

low hedges or ditches, and few trees.  

• Pagham Harbour to the south of the Parish still retains an overriding sense of remoteness 

and provides feeding grounds for internationally protected populations of overwintering 

waders and wildfowl and is also extensively used for recreation. 

 

4.6 Several trends and pressures have been identified for the NCA, some of which are particularly 

relevant to the Parish. This is an area of competing pressures for land. The high rate of 

urbanisation, coupled with agriculture which has intensified over the years and loss of grasslands, 

and combined with coastal squeeze, has led to increasing fragmentation of semi-natural habitats 

and increasing risk of flooding. These also increase pressure on water quality due to pollution 

sources from agricultural run-off, from development, and from salination due to future rising 

sea levels.  

 

 
3 http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/5611419550613504  

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/5611419550613504
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4.7 Four environmental opportunities are identified in the profile for the South Coast Plan NCA, 

as set out in the table below. These are accompanied in the profile by examples of how these 

opportunities can be realised. Those most relevant to North Mundham Parish are summarised 

in the table below. 

1 Plan for and manage the effects of coastal change by allowing the operation of natural coastal 

processes and improving the sustainability of current management practices along the diverse 

coastline.  

• Supporting the adaptability of coastal features and habitats to sea level rise and 

enhancing/creating opportunities for natural adaptation and/or migration where appropriate. 

• Enhancing the international important natural coastal landscape of Pagham Harbour, significant 

restoring and expanding their coastal habitats to improve resilient to climate change, aiding 

flood alleviation, and contributing to biodiversity. 

• Where existing flood defences are reinforced, working with partners to limit adverse impacts 

on biodiversity, public access and historic interest. 

2 Plan for the creation of a strong landscape framework within and around major settlements 

and identified growth areas 

• Develop comprehensive green infrastructure framework 

• A strategic approach to the planning of land use to address the pressures of climate change 

and development, ensuring that natural processes continue to function, and the comparatively 

wild and tranquil character is retained. 

• Engaging early in the scoping of new developments to ensure that they maximise their 

contribution to sustainable development 

• Ensuring that all coastal development and access provision respects the area’s sensitivity to 

bird disturbance issues 

• Creating new areas of multifunctional greenspace within and surrounding identified growth 

areas.  

• Promoting and enhancing the rights of way network throughout the area, while developing 

new permissive access that links settlements to quality greenspace and other areas of interest 

as part of a cohesive network 

• Preserve the distinct settlement pattern.  

3 Manage and significantly enhance stream and wetland habitat to provide resilience against 

climate change and improve flood protection and water quality, particularly in the 

internationally designated sites such as Chichester and Pagham harbours. 

• Reducing the amount of nutrients entering the wider water environment by: 

o Catchment initiatives that engage with and challenge farmers to reduce nutrient leaching, 

pesticide contamination and soil erosion, especially by establishing buffers of permanent 

grassland alongside watercourses to buffer soil erosion and nutrient run-off thereby further 

helping to improve river water quality 

o Ensuring that new developments incorporate the best possible waste reduction measures, 

including sustainable urban drainage systems 

• Supporting natural river geomorphology and flood plain connections. Expanding and re-linking 

wetland habitats to enhance adaptation to climate change, increase flood storage capacity, 

improve water quality and provide wildlife corridors for biodiversity. 

• Targeted expansion of woodland adjacent to watercourses to reduce soil erosion, which may 

also provide a local source of wood fuel where managed by coppicing. 

• Restoring hedgerow boundaries, where relevant this will aid improvements in water quality 

and provide food sources for pollinating insects, as well as restoring the character of native 

hedgerows and traditional field patterns 

4 Manage the rich archaeological and historic resource and geological exposures within the 

landscape, enhancing a strong sense of place. 

• Restoring the traditional field patterns through the replacement of lost hedgerows and 

improvement in the condition of existing hedgerows through replanting gaps. 
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• Maintaining the setting of the cathedral city of Chichester and long views to its prominent 

cathedral spire and views out to the sea.  

• Encouraging the use of traditional and characteristic building materials 

 

West Sussex Landscape Character Assessment 
 

4.8 In 2003, West Sussex County Council carried out an assessment of the landscape. This resulted 

in the identification of 42 unique areas and the production of land management guidelines for 

each character area.  

 

4.9 North Mundham Parish falls within three West Sussex Landscape Character Areas: SC9 

Chichester to Yapton Coastal Plain, SD2 Manhood Peninsula, and SC4 Pagham Harbour.  

 

 

SC9 Chichester to Yapton Coastal Plain4 

4.10 Summary of key characteristics: 

• Low lying flat open landscape. 

• Meandering rifes and straight drainage ditch systems, with associated unimproved 

grassland and edged by reed beds. 

• Large-scale arable farming and market gardening. Extensive farms with both traditional 

and modern farm buildings and silos. Clusters of glasshouses. 

• Scattered, historically nucleated villages with mixed building materials of flint, brick, half 

timber and stone. Some large farmsteads on dead-end tracks. 

• Long views to Chichester Cathedral and local village church towers. 

• Frequent urban fringe influence such as busy minor and major rods 

 
4 http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/environment/heritage/SC9_ChichesterYapton.pdf 

http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/environment/heritage/SC9_ChichesterYapton.pdf
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• Large gravel pit lakes at the edge of Chichester 

• Few trees and hedgerows from agricultural expansion, Dutch Elm disease in 1970’s and 

the Great Storm of 1987.  

 

4.11 Summary of relevant land management guidelines: 

• Encourage landscape enhancements around villages and on their approaches. Landscape 

management plans for urban edges to enhance the distinction between urban and rural 

landscape. 

• Encourage the production of a colour and design study for new and existing agricultural 

and industrial buildings 

• Trees and hedgerows: Maintain and strengthen field boundaries such as hedgerows and 

shelterbelts. Link up existing remnant hedgerows and tree lines to re-establish coherent 

field boundaries and wildlife corridors. Establish new vegetation features by the planting 

of hedgerows and tree clumps in field corners and along roadsides. 

• especially those approaching settlements 

• Maintain and enhance the landscape and biodiversity of rifes and other existing habitats. 

Reprofile banks and encourage more diverse flora by lengthening clearance cycles. 

Enhance the visual prominence of rifes through the establishment of waterside vegetation 

features. 

SC2 Manhood Peninsula5 

4.12 Summary of key characteristics: 

• Low-lying and flat. 

• Narrow, right-angles or winding lanes. 

• Scattered vernacular villages with mixed building materials, often flint, brick, half timber 

and stone, often with sprawling modern fringes. 

• Extensive farms with both traditional and modern farm buildings and silos. Horticulture 

and glasshouses. Pockets of small enclosed field patterns.  

• Rife and ditch systems with associated unimproved grassland and edged by reed beds. 

• Few trees and hedgerows from agricultural expansion, Dutch Elm disease in 1970’s and 

the Great Storm of 1987.  

 

4.13 Summary of relevant land management guidelines: 

• Conserve and enhance the character and setting of the villages. 

• Encourage tree and hedgerow planting. Conserve and enhance existing tree groups and 

individuals. 

• Encourage the production of a colour and design study for new and existing agricultural 

and industrial buildings. 

• Plant tree and shrub species that are tolerant of close proximity to the coast and salt 

laden winds. 

• Maintain and enhance the landscape and biodiversity of rifes and other existing habitats. 

Reprofile banks and encourage more diverse flora by lengthening clearance cycles. 

Enhance the visual prominence of rifes through the establishment of waterside vegetation 

features. 

SC4 Pagham Harbour6 

 
5 http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/environment/heritage/SC2_ManhoodPeninsula.pdf  
6 http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/environment/heritage/SC3_SC4_Harbours.pdf  

http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/environment/heritage/SC2_ManhoodPeninsula.pdf
http://www2.westsussex.gov.uk/environment/heritage/SC3_SC4_Harbours.pdf
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4.14 Summary of key characteristics: 

• Enclosed natural harbours of marine water, tidal mudflats and saltmarsh with small inlets 

and creeks. Contrast with the surrounding open agricultural land. 

• Rich range of habitats at the harbour edges including mudflats, saltmarsh, grazing marsh, 

reedbeds sand dunes, shingle banks. Areas of unimproved grassland concentrated on their 

edges. Wind-shaped trees and scrub. 

• Attractive harbourside settlements and early medieval flint churches such as at Bosham 

and Pagham. 

• Landscapes of great wildlife importance. 

 

4.15 Summary of relevant land management guidelines: 

• Conserve and manage the diverse existing natural landscape features, including mudflats, 

salt marsh, sand dunes, shingle banks, rifes and ditches 

• Maintain key views 

• Maintain existing hedgerows and strengthen the wider network through hedgerow 

restoration 

 

Chichester District Council Landscape Assessment 
 

4.16 To support their work on the emerging Chichester Local Plan Review 2035, a Landscape 

Capacity Study7 as produced.  The report states that the study is a high-level assessment of 

landscape capacity to help inform decision making relating to the need to accommodate strategic 

development over the plan period. The Study identifies a series of sub-areas which are assessed 

to provide evidence to understand where the landscape and visual impacts would be greatest 

and identify which areas, if any, may have capacity to accommodate change without significant 

and detrimental damage to the landscape.  

 

4.17 Sub-areas have been identified in the northern part of the Parish8. Whilst subareas have been 

identified further south in Manhood Peninsula, these are all outside of North Mundham Parish. 

The sub-areas and a summary of the key findings are set out in the table below.  

 

Sub area Summary of key findings from the Chichester Landscape 

Capacity Study 2019 

CH31 Hunston/ 

Mundham 

arable 

farmland 

(partly within 

Parish) 

Visual Sensitivity – Medium/high 

Overall landscape sensitivity – Medium/high 

Erosion to setting to historic buildings and 

contribution to separation of the villages. 

Occasional views to SDNP and Chichester 

Cathedral. Care would be need regarding visual 

impacts.  

Landscape 

Capacity – 

Medium/low 

 

CH32 North 

Mundham-

South 

Mundham 

Coastal Plain 

Visual Sensitivity – Medium 

Overall landscape sensitivity – Medium 

Proximity to conservation area, erosion of setting 

of Pagham Rife, historic nucleated settlement 

pattern.  

Landscape 

Capacity – 

Medium  

 

 
7 http://www.chichester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=31925  
8 http://www.chichester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=31049  

http://www.chichester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=31925
http://www.chichester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=31049
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CH33 Walnut Tree 

Farm 

Visual Sensitivity – Low 

Overall landscape sensitivity – Medium 

Limited views in and out. Potential impacts on 

historic settlement character, setting of formal 

canal and PRoW.  

Landscape 

Capacity – 

Medium/high 

 

CH34 Kives arable 

farmland 

Visual Sensitivity – Medium/low 

Overall landscape sensitivity – Medium 

Part of Chichester Lakes LWS. Influenced by 

highways and the horticultural landscape nearby. 

Does not relate well to existing settlement 

pattern.  

Landscape 

Capacity – 

Medium  

 

CH40 Whyke 

worked 

ground 

Visual Sensitivity – Medium 

Overall landscape sensitivity – Medium 

Particular care would be needed to the protected 

LWS and PRoW. 

Landscape 

Capacity – 

Medium  

 

CH45 Hunston 

Pastures 

(partly within 

Parish) 

Visual Sensitivity – Medium 

Overall landscape sensitivity – Medium 

Potential erosion in the separation between 

North Mundham and Hunston. Care would be 

need on visual impacts and on LWS.  

Landscape 

Capacity – 

Medium/low 

 

CH46 Runcton 

Pastures 

Visual Sensitivity – Medium 

Overall landscape sensitivity – Medium 

Medium/high local landscape sensitivity for role in 

conservation area, Pagham rife and associated 

biodiversity, good time depth of historic landscape 

character.  

Landscape 

Capacity – 

Medium/low 

 

CH47 North 

Mundham 

Pastures 

Visual Sensitivity – Medium 

Overall landscape sensitivity – Medium 

Intervisibility with surrounds. Recreation ground. 

LWS to the north and biodiversity of Pagham Rife 

within site. Contained with good boundary 

vegetation.  

Landscape 

Capacity – 

Medium  

 

CH49 Kives pasture Visual Sensitivity – Medium/low 

Overall landscape sensitivity – Medium 

Ow landscape value although care would be 

needed regarding nearby PRoW and visual 

impacts.  

Landscape 

Capacity – 

High 

 

CH52 Leythorne 

Meadow 

Visual Sensitivity – Medium 

Overall landscape sensitivity – Medium 

Designated as Leythorne Meadow LWS, potential 

loss of historic landscape character, erosion of 

setting of Pagham Rife.  

Landscape 

Capacity – 

Medium  

 

133 Runcton 

Eastern 

Coastal Plain 

Visual Sensitivity – Medium/low 

Overall landscape sensitivity – Medium/high 

No formal landscape designations but generally of 

positive character. Long views to SDNP. Erosion 

of setting to Pagham Rife.  

Landscape 

Capacity – 

Medium/high 

 

134 Upper 

Pagham Rife 

Visual Sensitivity – Medium/low 

Overall landscape sensitivity – Medium/high 

Connects well with wider landscape, Pagham Rife 

and flood plain covers majority of subarea. 

Historic landscape features. Unlikely that this area 

could accommodate development without damage 

to the existing character.  

Landscape 

Capacity – 

Medium/low  
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135 North 

Mundham- 

South 

Mundham 

Coastal Plain 

Visual Sensitivity – Medium 

Overall landscape sensitivity – Medium/high 

Views to Chichester Cathedral and SDNP, 

erosion of setting of Pagham Rife. Good boundary 

vegetation. Strong rural character.  

Landscape 

Capacity - 

Low 

172 Bremere Rife Visual Sensitivity – Medium/high 

Overall landscape sensitivity – Medium/high 

Erosion of separation between North Mundham 

and Hunston. Historic fieldscape. Weak internal 

hedgerow structure. Bremere Rife to the west.  

Landscape 

Capacity - 

Low 

 

 

Historic Landscape  
 

4.18 Historic landscape character <brief overview to be added with cross ref to Historic 

Environment section> Majority is typically modern form of enclosed agriculture, there are 

areas with pre-modern and Ancient Form – there are areas with time depth.  
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Natural Capital and Ecosystem Services 
 

4.19 What is Natural Capital and Ecosystem Services <definition to be added> 

 

4.20 NCA contains useful information on the ecosystem services of the South Coast Plain NCA. 

Particularly relevant for North Mundham Parish are: 

• Food provision: The fertile soils of the Parish support intensive arable farming and 

horticulture 

• Climate regulation (climate change): Flood plain grazing marsh have additional locked-up 

carbon stores, as do the small areas of woodland.  

• Regulating water flow: The Pagham and Bremere Rifes have an important role in managing 

water flows to reduce flooding. Much of the flood storage capacity has been lost through 

drainage of marshlands and conversion to intensive agriculture or development.  

• Regulating water quality: There is an opportunity to enhance and restore relevant natural 

capital to improve this ecosystem service. Currently, main sources of water pollution are 

agricultural activities, saline intrusion and urban related activities such as sewage leakage, 

road run-off and weed control. Water pollution is a concern, particularly for Pagham 

Harbour given its international designation. Sustainable drainage systems and restoring 

natural process and habitats of the Rife networks would support improvements.   
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• Biodiversity and geodiversity: The Parish has a variety of formal designations from Local 

Wildlife Sites to international nature conservation designations. These sit within wider 

green infrastructure network which stretches across the Parish.  

• Pollination: Grassland provides important sources of nectar for pollinating insects, along 

with hedges, which are vital for the success of many of the area’s horticultural crops 

• Sense of place/inspiration/Tranquillity: Rural character and feel of the Parish contributes 

to this. As do views of the sea, connection to nature and sense of remoteness provided 

by Pagham Harbour.   

• Regulating coastal flooding and erosion: As a result of higher water levels, ‘coastal 

squeeze’ will occur - rising sea levels will increase the probability of flooding for low-lying 

areas This will lead to beaches, intertidal areas and amenity value being reduced or lost.  

The Pagham and Bremere Rifes have an important role in managing increasing flooding. 

 

4.21 Sussex LNP Natural Capital work… <to include some key headlines that are relevant for the 

parish when considering natural capital assets> 
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5. Designated Sites, opportunity areas, and areas of protection.  
 

International and National Designations 
 

5.1 Pagham Harbour, located in the south of the Parish, is subject to the highest levels of nature 

conservation designation. Pagham Harbour comprises an extensive central area of saltmarsh 

and tidal mudflats, with surrounding habitats including lagoons, shingle, open water, reed swamp 

and wet permanent grassland. The intertidal mudflats are rich in invertebrates and algae and 

provide important feeding areas for birds9. The following designations apply: 

Special Protection Area (SPA) – An international designation under the EC Birds 

Directive  

5.2 Pagham Harbour SPA qualifies under Article 4.1 of the Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) by 

supporting populations of European importance of the following species listed on Annex I of 

the Directive:  

• During the breeding season: 

o Common Tern Sterna hirundo: 0.5% of the breeding population in Great Britain (1996); 

and 

o Little Tern Sternula albifrons: 0.3% of the breeding population in Great Britain (5-year 

mean, 1992-1996). 

• Over winter: 

o Ruff Philomachus pugnax: 1.4% of the population in Great Britain (5-year peak mean 

1995–1999). 

 

5.3 This site also qualifies under Article 4.2 of the Directive (79/409/EEC) by supporting 

populations of European importance of the following migratory species: 

• Over winter 

o Dark-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla bernicla: 0.6% of the population (5-

year peak mean 1991/2–1995/6)10. 

Ramsar – An international designation under the Convention of Wetlands of 

International Importance, held in Ramsar.  

5.4 Pagham Harbour Ramsar site qualifies under one of the nine Ramsar criteria10: 

Ramsar 

criterion 

Description of criterion Pagham Harbour 

6 A wetland should be 

considered internationally 

important if it regularly 

supports 1% of the individuals 

in a population of one species 

or subspecies of waterbird.  

Dark-bellied brent goose Branta bernicla bernicla: 

2512 individuals, representing an average of 1.1% of 

the populations (5-year peak mean 1998/99- 2002-

03). 

 

Black-tailed godwit Limosa limosa islandica: 377 

individuals, representing an average of 1% of the 

population (5-year peak mean 1998/99–2002/03). 

 
9 HRA: Chichester Local Plan Review November 2018 

http://www.chichester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=30918 
10 HRA: Chichester Local Plan Review November 2018 

http://www.chichester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=30918 

http://www.chichester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=30918
http://www.chichester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=30918
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Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)– A national designation, notified under the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as being of special interest for nature conservation11.  

5.5 Pagham Harbour was notified as a SSSI for its rare and threatened habitats which support a 

variety of protected, rare and notable plant, bird and invertebrate species. Habitats include 

saltmarsh, vegetated shingle, small amounts of woodland and a variety of wetland habitats 

including brackish drainage ditches. The latest Natural England condition assessment of Pagham 

Harbour SSSI indicated that 93% of the site was in favourable condition. Pagham Harbour SSSI 

is also recognised for its coastal geomorphology being significant as both as classic shingle spit 

landform, and for the links that have been demonstrated between the coastal near shore and 

offshore forms and sediments.  

Conservation objectives10 

5.6 ‘Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the site 

contributes to achieving the aims of the Wild Birds Directive, by maintaining or restoring; 

• The extent and distribution of the habitats of the qualifying features 

• The structure and function of the habitats of the qualifying features 

• The supporting processes on which the habitats of the qualifying features rely 

• The population of each of the qualifying features, and, 

• The distribution of the qualifying features within the site.’ 

Key environmental conditions10  

5.7 The following key environmental conditions have been identified for the site: 

• Sufficient space between the European site and development to allow for managed 

retreat of intertidal 

• habitats (to avoid coastal squeeze); 

• Maintenance of appropriate hydrological regime; 

• Unpolluted water; 

• Absence of nutrient enrichment of water; 

• Absence of non-native species; and 

• Absence of disturbance. 

Identified potential impact pathways from development 

5.8 The screening assessment in the Habitats Regulations Assessment for the emerging Chichester 

Local Plan Review published in 2018, identifies the following potential impact pathways:  

• Urbanisation 

• Recreational pressure 

• Coastal squeeze 

• Water quality 

• Loss of functionally linked land 

• Atmospheric pollution. 

 

 
11 https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1000620  

https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1000620
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Local designations 
 

Local Wildlife Sites12 

5.9 The Parish has one designated Local Wildlife Site (LWS): C35 - Chichester Gravel Pits & 

Leythorne Meadow. LWS are non-statutory designations that are identified at a county level. 

They typically form a network of sites that are recognised to be of local conservation 

importance and are often included in the Local Authority development plans. 

 

5.10 Chichester Gravel Pits & Leythorne Mewdow is in the north of the Parish. The disused gravel 

pits form the largest collection of inland water habitats in West Sussex and are of County-wide 

importance for their wintering wildfowl such as Gadwall, Pochard, Tufted Duck and Great 

Crested Grebe. Also of note are breeding birds such as Common Tern, Crested Grebe, Little 

Grebe, Kingfisher and Reed Warbler. In addition, there are significant populations of several 

species of damselfly such as Blue-tailed Damselfly.  

 

5.11 The meadow to the each of Runcton Lane has diversity of plant communities including 

calcareous fen-meadow, localised acidic patches, dry calcareous grassland, and the clear chalk 

stream of the Pagham Rife. The site supports a number of plants which are notable, scarce or 

rare including Marsh Valerian Valerian dioica, Southern Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza praetermissa, 

and Early Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza incarnata.  

 

5.12 Human disturbance can be disruptive to wintering and breeding birds. The meadow should 

continue to be grazed, preferably by cattle.  

Local Geological Site13 

5.13 Pagham Harbour is designated as a Local Geological Site SZ83/04. Interest features include its 

tidal inlet with classic shingle spit platform with double shingle spit entrance, mud flats and 

marshes cover an area of about 2kmx2km and is a key site for plant fossils from the London 

Clay Formation. The system is active and dynamic, driven by changes in longshore drift.  

Local Nature Reserve  

5.14 Pagham Harbour is designated as a Local Nature Reserve (LNR). It managed as a nature reserve 

by West Sussex County Council. Historical land drainage for agricultural purposes is being 

addressed through the Local Nature Reserve Management Plan and Management Agreements, 

while pollution from inadequate treatment of sewage discharges is reviewed by the 

Environmental Agency14. 

 

Biodiversity Opportunity Area 
 

5.15 Chichester Coastal Plain has been recognised as a Biodiversity Opportunity Area (BOA) as it 

represents a priority area for the delivery of Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) targets. The BOA 

covers approximately 1959 hectares. Within the parish, the BOA follows the Bremere Rife and 

Pagham Rife to Pagham Harbour. 

 
12 Information from the Ecological Data Search Report by the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre 2019.  
13 Information from the Ecological Data Search Report by the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre 2019. 
14 HRA: Chichester Local Plan Review November 2018 

http://www.chichester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=30918  

http://www.chichester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=30918
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5.16 The area is dominated by saltmarsh, grazing marsh and mudflat and its associated brackish 

communities. The boundary of this BOA follows Environment Agency flood zone models and 

predictions of future saltmarsh and mudflat potential. 

 

5.17 The identification of the Chichester Coastal Plain BOA highlights the biodiversity network 

present in North Mundham Parish and extending into several parishes in the wider peninsula. 

Opportunities identified to improve the role and function of the habitats in the BOA include 

minimising development impacts and ensuring policy integration, access improvements for 

sustainable recreation, and habitat management, restoration and creation as part of ecological 

networks. 

 

Chichester Local Plan 2035 Strategic Wildlife Corridors  
 

5.18 The emerging Chichester Local Plan Review 2035 seeks to identify and protect a series of 

Strategic Wildlife Corridors across Chichester District. These Strategic Wildlife Corridors are 

explained within the Strategic Wildlife Corridors Local Plan Review Background Paper15 as 

follows: 

 

‘Chichester District itself is home to a wide variety of wildlife across a rich diversity of habitats. Many of 

the most valuable sites are internationally or nationally designated… Although the vast majority of these 

sites lie within either the South Downs National Park (SDNP) or the Chichester Harbour Area of 

 
15 Strategic Wildlife Corridors Local Plan Review Background Paper 

http://www.chichester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=31016  

http://www.chichester.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=31016
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Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), the Plan area is also home to wildlife which utilises corridors to 

travel between their habitats. The movement of wildlife by its nature does not recognise formal 

boundaries. It is therefore important to understand and encourage patterns of connectivity where 

opportunities arise. 

The designated sites are the ‘jewels’ of biodiversity in the District, but they cannot exist in isolation. To 

maintain them in the long term requires a living landscape around them and connections between them. 

This connectivity, which does not recognise the Plan area boundaries per se, allows animals the space 

to forage, feed and breed, in a wider landscape and also to move between sites, maintaining genetic 

diversity and allowing them the chance to adapt to changes in their surroundings, both natural and man-

made.’ 

 

5.19 The background paper proposes a series of ‘strategic corridors of existing wildlife value that run 

north-south connecting the South Downs National Park to Chichester and Pagham Harbours. The wider 

aim is to direct development to areas outside of these corridors over the long term, leaving these 

designated sites as wildlife oases’.  

 

 
 

5.20 The proposed ‘East of City’ Corridor extends from Westhampnett to Pagham Harbour, the 

southern part skirts the edge of North Mundham Parish.  
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5.21 The proposed corridor connects Pagham Harbour SPA in the south, to Pagham Rife, and then 

along the watercourses on the district boundary with Arun and incorporating an area of ancient 

woodland, close to Saltham House. It continues north along the watercourse and hedgerows, 

east of Chichester City, incorporating some barn owl habitat and connecting up to Shopwhyke 

Lakes. There it runs eastwards along the hedgerow along the A27, before heading north-west 

along the hedgerow and watercourse before meeting the boundary with the National Park at 

the Goodwood Estate. This corridor also encompasses part of the Chichester Coastal Plain 

BOA.  

 

6. Habitats 
 

Section 41 habitats  
 

6.1 North Mundham Parish contains seven types of priority habitat identified under Section 41 of 

the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006. These habitats are of 

principle importance for conservation of biodiversity in England. The S.41 Habitats identified in 

the Parish are: 

• Lowland fen – a small area located within Chichester Gravel Pits & Leythorne Meadow 

LWS in the north of the Parish. This habitat is with the Sussex Wildlife Trust reserve.  

• Intertidal mudflat – located in connection with Pagham Harbour SPA/Ramsar/SSSI in the 

south of the Parish.  

• Coastal saltmarsh – located in connection with Pagham Harbour SPA/Ramsar/SSSI in the 

south of the Parish. 
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• Traditional orchard – Just one small zone of 0.11 hectares of Orchard Habitat is located 

in the north east of the parish adjacent to Marsh Farmhouse. 

• Coastal and flood plain grazing marsh – located in connection with the Bremere Rife 

and inland of the Pagham Harbour SPA/Ramsar/SSSI in the south of the Parish and the 

Pagham Rife to the east of the Parish.   

• Deciduous woodland – approximately fifteen small pockets primarily located around 

North Mundham and Runcton in the northern part of the Parish, amonting to between 3% 

and 5% of the Parish land area. One of the most significant woodland is found along and 

nearby Pagham Rife near Runcton.  

• Open Water – Located primarily at Chichester Gravel Pits & Leythorne Meadow LWS 

in the north of the Parish and at Camic Pond near the settlement of South Mundham 

toward the middle of the Parish. Some ponds are located near the Horticultural 

Development Area in the north east of the Parish.  

 

Other important habitats in the Parish 
 

Hedgerows and arable field margins 

6.2 Although not shown on the above map, both hedgerows and arable field margins are both 

identified as S.41 Priority Habitats. Hedgerows and arable field margins are a vital habitat for a 

range of species and make a critical contribution to the ecological network. Quality of these 

habitats can vary significantly and are heavily influenced by associated land use, often agriculture. 

The map below shows the agricultural land of the Parish.  

Development 

6.3 Development has an important role to play in the ecological network. Developments which are 

informed by their landscape and ecological context, with green infrastructure integrated into 

the development can provide important habitats and links for nature and provide people with 

easy access to nature. Public open space, landscaping in and around developments, sustainable 

drainage systems and residential gardens all contribute to the network.  

Rifes and ditches 

6.4 The Bremere and Pagham Rifes and associated watercourses and ditches which crisscross the 

Parish are key habitats for North Mundham Parish. They have an important role in managing 

water flows to reduce flooding, supporting resilience to climate change, support rare and 

notable species, and form wildlife corridors across the Parish.  
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7. Species  
 

7.1 This section summarises available information on the species recorded in North Mundham 

Parish, informed by the Ecological Data Search report produced by Sussex Biodiversity Record 

Centre in 2019. The report in full is confidential, but it is permitted to reference data within the 

report as long as the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre is acknowledged. All references to data 

within this section is from the Ecological Data Search Report by the Sussex Biodiversity Record 

Centre.  

 

7.2 Important, rare, notable, scarce and vulnerable species can be designated for protection. 

Designation can be statutory (such as species protected under Sections 8&9 of the Wildlife & 

Countryside Act 1981) or non-statutory (such as species identified as ‘Sussex Rare Species’. 

 

Designated and Protected Species  
 

Amphibians  

7.3 Five species of amphibians are recorded. The most abundant are the Common Frog Rana 

temporaria and Smooth Newt Lissotriton vulgaris. Common Toad Bufo bufo and Palmate Newt 

Lissotriton helveticus were also identified. A record for Great Crested Newt Triturus cristatus, 

international designated under the Habitats Directive was also noted. Amphibian records were 

generally in the north of the Parish associated with the Rifes and the LWS.  

 

Fish - bony 

7.4 Numerous records of European Eel Anguilla Anguilla are noted. The European Eel is nationally 

protected as a S.41 species. Records are associated with Pagham Rife and the LWS.  

 

Higher Plants – flowering plants  

7.5 North Mundham Parish has numerous designated flowering plants with sixty-eight individual 

species recorded. The majority are identified as nationally scarce, RedList and/or Sussex Rare. 

Of these, six are nationally designed: 

• Flat-sedge Blysmus compressus – S.41 species 

• Slender Hare’s-ear Bupleurum tenuissimum – S.41 species 

• Divided Sedge Carex divisa – S.41 species 

• Cornflower Centaurea cyanus – S.41 species 

• Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta – WCA Sch8 species 

• Shepherd’s-needle Scandix pecten-veneris – S.41 species. 

 

7.6 The majority of records are from the LWS, followed by Pagham Harbour, however there are a 

range of records from elsewhere in the parish for example associated with the Rifes.  

 

Invertebrates  
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7.7 Invertebrates include bees, beetles, butterflies, dragonflies and damselflies, grasshoppers and 

crickets, moths, true flies and spiders. A total of eighty-six separate invertebrate species are 

recorded. The groups with most abundance are moths, beetles and butterflies.   

 

7.8 Forty species of moths are recorded, twenty-two of which are nationally designated. Twenty-

seven species of beetle are recorded, one of which is the Stag beetle Lucanus cervus which is 

internationally protected under the Habitats Regulations.  Ten species of butterfly are record, 

all of which are nationally designated including species such as Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae, 

White-letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album and Chalk Hill Blue Polyommatus coridon. One species 

of bee, the Red-shanked Carder-bee Bombus ruderarius was recorded which is a nationally 

protected S.41 species.  

Mammals (excluding bats) 

7.9 Five species of designated mammal hav been recorded. The most abundanty of these are the 

European Water Vole Arvicola amphibius recorded at various locations along the Bremere Rife 

up to the LWS, and the Brown Hare Lepus europaeus, recorded predominantly at sites around 

the smaller settlements toward the middle of the Parish. Both species are identified as S.41 

Priority Species. In addition, the European Water Vole is also protected under the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act (Schedule 5). 

 

7.10 Other S.41 species identified were West European Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus, recorded 

mainly near North Mundham and Runcton, and Harvest Mouse Micromys minutus, recorded at 

the LWS.  

 

7.11 Record was also made of Common Seal Phoca vitulina, a marine mammal internationally 

protected under the Habitats Regulations.  

 

Reptiles  

7.12 Four species of reptiles are recorded, each of which are protected under the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act (Schedule 5). The most abundant species was the Common Lizard Zootoca 

vivipara. The others recorded are Slow-worm Anguis fragilis, Grass Snake Natrix Helvetica, and 

Adder Vipera berus. Reptiles were recorded at various locations across the Parish.  

 

Bats 

 

7.13 There are eighteen species of bat in the UK, of which seventeen are known to breed. In Britain, 

all bat species and their roosts are legally protected, by both domestic and international 

legislation. North Mundham Parish has records of eleven of the eighteen species recorded, of 

which nine were recorded since 2000. The parish is therefore of importance for bats.  

 

7.14 Bat species recorded are: 

• Western Barbastelle Barbastella barbastellus 

• Serotine Eptesicus serotinus  

• Myotis spp. Bat Myotis including specifically Bechstein’s Bat Myotis bechsteinii  

• Noctule Nyctalus noctula 

• Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus 

• Soprano Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus 
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• Nathusius’s Pipistrelle Pipistrellus nathusii 

• Long eared spp. Bat. Plecotus  

 

7.15 The majority of recorded bats were in the north and middle of the Parish. The most abundant 

bat species recorded are the Common Pipistrelle and the Soprano Pipistrelle. Bechstein’s and 

Barbastelle are two of our rarest bat species and it is noted that these were both recorded 

within the last five years. Bat species are highly mobile and can have long ranges, ‘commuting’ 

along typically unlit linear routes such as woodland, hedgerows and watercourses to feeding 

grounds (typically dark damp species rich meadows) and roosts. Relatively simple conservation 

measures can be put in place to ensure that bat habitat is protected, and that bat migration 

routes are conserved and enhanced.  

 

Notable Birds 

7.16 North Mundham Parish supports a significant range of bird species. Two hundred and eighty-

three individual species have been recorded. Of these one hundred and sixty are designated in 

some way, ninety-five are nationally designated and forty-seven are internationally designated 

under the Birds Directive. Species recorded that are internationally protected under the Birds 

Directive include: 

• Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus  

• Little Egret Egretta garzetta 

• Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria 

• Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 

• Redshank Tringa tetanus  

• Common Tern Sterna hirundo  

 

7.17 Pagham Harbour SPA/Ramsar, designated for its bird species, is the location for the majority of 

sightings. Land around Pagham Harbour is key supporting habitat for many bird species of the 

Pagham Harbour SPA/Ramsar. Other important locations include the LWS in the North of the 

Parish, and across the central area of the Parish, predominantly farmland, and home to a range 

of farmland bird species such as Yellowhammer Emberiza citronella, Linnet Linaria cannabina, 

Skylark Alauda arvensis, Barn Owl Tyto alba, Lapwing Vanellus vanellus, and Corn Bunting Emberiza 

calandra.  

 

Invasive Non-Native Species 
 

7.18 Forty species of invasive non-native species have been recorded in the Parish. Of these twenty-

one are flowering plant species. Many of these (such as Cotoneasters and Montbretias) are 

garden escapes. However, some species, most notably Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica, are 

particularly invasive and are legally notifiable. Although a degree of likely under reporting is 

recognised, it is noted that the invasive non-native flowering plant species recorded have been 

done in relatively low numbers and indicating low abundance.  

7.19 Of the forty species recorded, thirteen are bird species, the most abundant being Canada Goose 

Branta canadensis. Two species of mammal have been recorded, including the Eastern Grey 

Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis. Both species are largely considered naturalised.  
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8. Water 
 

8.1 Water has a significant role to play in the character, heritage and biodiversity of the Parish: 

• The lakes at the Chichester Gravel Pits & Leythorne Meadow LWS which are recognised 

for their biodiversity value, and provide recreation for both residents and visitors.  

• The old canal route is a feature of the heritage of the Parish and wider Peninsula.  

• The Rifes largely form the east and west boundary to the Parish and are important natural 

flood management assets, are valuable for their local biodiversity, and provide notable 

ecological corridors across the Parish and as part of a wider network in the Peninsula. 

• Pagham Harbour, at the south of the Parish is of international importance for biodiversity 

and provides recreation and tranquillity for residents and visitors alike.  

<map to be inserted here highlighting the canal route, the Rifes and Pagham Harbour, overlayed with 

the BOA>  

 

8.2 There are two particularly critical challenges for the water environment of the Parish: climate 

change/the climate emergency and the biodiversity crisis, and pollution and management 

practices.  

 

Flood risk and the climate emergency 

 

Flood risk zones 

Rifes identified as flood management 

<map showing current flood zones> 

 

Climate change – sea level rise and increased flood risk  

 

Pollution and management practices 

Farming agricultural runoff & wastewater treatment works- nitrates 

Silting and invasive species 

FLOW project 

9. Historic Environment 
 

<to add to> 

Historic Landscape Character 

From NCA: 

8.3 Local vernacular and building materials Building materials within the coastal margins traditionally 

reflect the proximity of the sea for importing raw materials, such as timber frames, thatch, flint and 
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cob. Timber framing was widely used for houses until after the 17th century, after which brick was a 

more common option. The medieval churches around the harbours are made of flint and stone. 

Many of the villages have retained their medieval core and are often arranged round a market or 

green area. The varied vernacular architecture reflects strong ties with its region. Source: South 

Coast Plain Countryside Character Area description; Countryside Quality Counts (2003) 

Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) is an interpretation of landscape change, showing how it 

has been influenced by both natural and human activities. Activities such as farming, settlement and 

recreation have left physical traces that add to the changing character of the landscape 

Themes in Chichester applicable to North Mundham 

• Rural villages and hamlets defined by historic settlement patterns, manorial groups, vernacular 

buildings and rural churches 

• Isolated farmsteads 

• Enclosure and impact on field patterns, farmsteads and villages 

 

Runcton Conservation Area 

Conservation Areas Conservation Areas are designated where a place is of special historic or 

architectural interest, and where it is desirable to preserve or enhance the character and 

appearance. Conservation Areas are mostly designated by the Local Planning Authority. Owners or 

users of a property in a Conservation Area require permission to carry out certain types of 

alterations to that property, to demolish or substantially demolish a building and to notify their 

intention to cut down or prune trees in the area. 

<brief overview of conservation area> 

Appraisal: https://northmundham.org/wp-

content/uploads/2018/01/Runcton_CACA_2012.pdf  

Map: https://northmundham.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Runcton_CACA_Map.pdf  

 

Listed buildings 

9.X The Parish has 26 number of listed buildings, as set out below by street. All are Grad II except 

where indicated as Grade II* 

• Bowley Lane 

o Banwell Farmhouse 

o Bowley Farmhouse (II*) 

o Smith’s Barn (or Smith’s Farm) 

 

• Brookside, Runcton 

o Jasmine Cottage  

o Manor Cottage 

o Runcton Cottage 

o Runcton Manor 

 

• Church Road, North Mundham 

o Mundham House and Fernden (II*) – listed as two distinct building but actually one 

https://northmundham.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Runcton_CACA_2012.pdf
https://northmundham.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Runcton_CACA_2012.pdf
https://northmundham.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Runcton_CACA_Map.pdf
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o North Mundham Farmhouse 

o Pigeon House Farm 

o The Cottage 

o Parish Church (II*) 

 

• Honer Lane 

o Bow Lodge and Tern House – the original Bow House now sub-divided 

o Little Acre 

o Manor Farmhouse 

o South Mundham Farmhouse (II*) 

 

• Lower Bognor Road (B2166) between North Mundham and Hunston 

o 1760 Cottage 

o Mill Lane, Runcton 

o Orchard Hey 

o Runcton Mill 

 

• Post Office Lane 

o North Mundham (Old) Post Office and Nurse’s Cottage – one building but two semi-

detached properties 

 

• Runcton Lane 

o Severels (II*) 

o Springdale Cottage 

 

• School Lane 

o The Old School House 

o Vinnetrow Road 

o Vinnetrow Farmhouse 
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10. SWOT Analysis  

 

Strengths Weaknesses  Opportunities Threats 

❖ Rural character of the parish 

arising from country lanes, 

agricultural land uses and 

settlement including the 

conservation area and a variety of 

dwellings with historic character.  

❖ Areas of priority habitat, 

hedgerow network and areas of 

woodland and their role for 

biodiversity and the rural 

character of the parish. 

❖ The Pagham Rife and Bremere Rife 

and their role for biodiversity and 

function for water management, 

notably flood alleviation. 

❖ Pagham Harbour Special 

Protection Area(SPA)/Ramsar Site 

and its importance locally and 

international for its wildlife, 

notably migrating bird species.  

❖ The designated Local Wildlife Site 

(LWS) near the Lakes owned by 

Sussex Wildlife Trust 

❖ The B2166 road causing 

severance within the parish for 

both people and wildlife.   

❖ Historic degradation of the 

Canal, Pagham Rife, Bremere 

Rife and associated ditches. 

Significant localised flooding 

arising from high rainfall events.  

❖ Lack of nature conservation 

designations outside of the 

LWS in the north and 

SPA/Ramsar site in the South 

❖ Historic habitat fragmentation 

and species decline including 

loss of trees and hedgerows 

from development and 

agricultural practices.  

❖ Low lying land vulnerable to 

the effects of climate 

change/climate emergency - sea 

level rise.  

 

 

❖ Protect and enhance existing 

natural environment assets, 

including the strategic green 

corridors within, and extending 

beyond, the parish. 

❖ Wetland habitat management/ 

restoration/creation to enhance 

the Pagham Rife, Bremere Rife, 

Canal, and associated network of 

ditches to support their function in 

water management/flood 

alleviation and ecological networks 

to achieve gains in biodiversity.  

❖ Tree planting and hedgerow 

restoration to support 

conservation and enhancement of 

ecological networks to achieve net 

gains in biodiversity   

❖ Development that is high quality, 

well designed, taking opportunities 

to have an overall positive effect 

on the natural environment 

 

❖ Increased weather extremes 

arising from the climate 

emergency, increasing frequency 

and severity of flooding events.  

❖ Impact of climate emergency 

and pests and diseases on 

biodiversity of the parish which 

potential knock on effects to 

the character of the parish.  

❖ Ad-hoc development may erode 

the character of the parish and 

the quality of the natural 

environment including 

biodiversity, historic character, 

and loss of locally important 

views.  

❖ Continued/increased traffic and 

congestion along the B2166 

road could exacerbate 

severance and negative local air 

quality for people and wildlife.  
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11. Proposals 
 

Objectives  
 

11.1 As referenced at the start of this report, a combination of appraisal of evidence gathered and 

feedback from the community of the Parish has led to the identification of the following vision 

regarding the environment for the North Mundham Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP): 

• Accommodate development with protection for biodiversity and natural assets. 

• Identify, protect and enhance key wildlife corridors across the Parish. 

• Support a programme to effectively manage ditches and waterways working with MWHG 

and landowners. 

• Promote enhancements to the landscape and natural environment of the parish to support 

mitigation and adaptation to climate change, such as tree planting. 

 

Policy areas 
 

11.2 The North Mundham NDP will sit within a wider development plan for the area. Many aspects 

of environment policy applicable to North Mundham Parish are likely to be sufficiently addressed 

by the Chichester Local Plan Review 2035, based on the draft policies contained within the 

Preferred Approach published December 2018. However, the North Mundham NDP is 

particularly well placed to set out policy covering particularly locally significant and important 

environmental matters for the Parish. Based on the research highlighted throughout this report, 

and in order to achieve the objectives outlined above, the following matters are the Working 

Groups recommendations to be addressed by policy in the North Mundham NDP.    

 

Making an overall positive impact on the natural environment  

11.3 As recognised by the NPPF and in the context of the DEFRA 25 Year Environment Plan, it is 

proposed that policy in the NDP would require development in North Mundham Parish to have 

an overall positive impact on the natural environment. The role of this policy could be as a core 

policy or an overarching policy for the environment section of the NDP.  

 

11.4 To demonstrate that applicants should be required to set out how the overall positive impact 

on the environment will be achieved and maintained. The policy could require a Landscape and 

Ecological Management Plan for schemes of five or more dwellings and over a certain number 

of hectares (to take into account of other forms of development).  

 

Design 

11.5 An effective way to achieve the most sensitive and integrated development is by taking a design 

approach led by the landscape and built character. Policy in the NDP could require design of 

developments to be informed, from the earliest stages, by contextual analysis of local landscape 

character and local built character evidence, including historic landscape and built character. 

This approach is scalable and can be applied proportionately, providing an effective framework 

for both multi-dwelling housing developments through to extensions.   

  

Biodiversity  
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11.6 As set out in the NPPF and in the emerging Environment Bill, there is a basis for requiring all 

development in North Mundham Parish to achieve Biodiversity Net Gain. Biodiversity Net 

Gain to be achieved should: 

• Be informed by up to date ecological evidence. 

• Be led by the ecological role and context of the site. 

• Reduce habitat fragmentation by supporting restoration and appropriate new connections 

to the local ecological network.  

• Seek gains in habitat types which support the protection and recovery of locally relevant 

species. 

• Retain, protect and enhance existing biodiversity features. 

• Comply with the mitigation hierarchy.   

• Ensure appropriate long term management.  

 

Trees, Woodlands and Hedgerows  

11.7 Trees, woodlands and hedgerows have an important function in the Parish: as part of the 

landscape character, habitats for biodiversity, and in adapting to and mitigating climate change. 

It is suggested that policy should be strong on: 

• Protecting existing planting and, importantly, requiring new planting as part of all 

development.  

• Not damaging or leading to the loss of trees, woodland or hedgerows that contribute, 

either individually or as part of a group, to the visual amenity value or character of an area, 

and/ or that have landscape, historic or wildlife importance.  

• Important considerations for determining appropriate quantities and specific locations of 

tree planting in various parts of the Parish include: the landscape character context of the 

site, opportunities to restore lost trees, woodlands and hedgerows, and how planting can 

be accommodated to provide to maximise services outlined above.  

• Tree species that are characteristic of the area, native and of local provenance in the first 

instance, should be required, in the context of context of climate change and offering 

multiple ecosystem services benefits. Reference could be made to particular tree species.  

 

Water Environment 

11.8 Water, in its various forms, is a defining feature of the Parish. The water environment of the 

Parish comprises of the lakes at the Chichester Gravel Pits & Leythorne Meadow LWS, Pagham 

Harbour SPA/Ramsar, the Pagham and Bremere Rifes, the former canal, and the network of 

ditches across the fields. In light of pressures facing the water quantity (flooding and climate 

change) and quality (pollution) of the Parish, policy wording is suggested which: 

• Conserves, restores and enhances the natural functioning of these water assets. 

• Steers development away from floodplain areas. 

• Integrates Natural Flood Management (NFM) techniques to reduce flooding at a Parish 

scale. 

• Requires sustainable drainage systems designed to deliver multifunctional benefits.  

  

Green and Blue Network 

11.9 The nature conservation designations of Pagham Harbour SPA/Ramsar and the Chichester 

Gravel Pits & Leythorne Meadow LWS are jewels in the crown of the Parish. However, there 

is a considerable supporting network across the Parish, which has is part of a wider strategic 

network across the peninsula, which warrants strong recognition and protection. Protection 
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of ecological networks is supported by the NPPF, the DEFRA 25 Year Environment Plan and 

by the evidence of this report.  

 

11.10 It is proposed that the Green and Blue Network <thought to be given on the name> of the 

Parish is identified and protected by policy in the NDP. The Network identified is based on the 

Biodiversity Opportunity Area, the proposed Chichester Wildlife Corridors and other 

evidence. It broadly follows the Pagham and Bremere Rifes, incorporating supporting habitat 

and other locally significant areas. Principles for protecting the Network include: 

• The overall function and integrity of the Network will be protected. 

• The overall function and integrity of the Network will be enhanced to provide ‘net gains’, 

including (but not limited to) supporting natural processes, restoring habitats, 

strengthening connectivity and resilience of the network, and maximise adaptation and 

mitigation to climate change.  

  

 

<map to be inserted>  

 

Views 

11.11 Key views particularly characteristic of the Parish include those of the Chichester Cathedral 

Spire, St Stephen’s Church and out to sea/Pagham Harbour, among others. The NDP could 

include a policy which identifies specific and/or representative views to be conserved and 

enhanced.  

Light pollution 

11.12 The NPPF recognises the value of dark night skies and makes reference to limiting the impact 

of light pollution from artificial light on local amenity, intrinsically dark landscapes and nature 

conservation. Part of the rural and tranquil character of the Parish is its relatively dark night 

skies, indeed the vast majority of the Parish is without street lighting. The Parish also has nature 

conservation significance which could be affected by light pollution, for example bats species are 

present within the Parish. It is widely recognised that that illumination of bat roosts, commuting 

routes and feeding areas creates disturbance creates disturbance causing bats to dessert roosts, 

alter feeding behaviour and their range. To address this a policy could require: 

• Development to adhere to the avoidance and mitigation hierarchy: 

o The installation of lighting is avoided and 

o If lighting cannot be avoided, it is demonstrated to be necessary and 

appropriate, for its intended purpose or use and  

▪ Any adverse impacts are avoided; or 

▪ If that is not achievable, then adverse impacts are mitigation to the 

greatest reasonable extent.  

• The visibility of lighting from the surrounding landscape is avoided. 

• Lighting is not unnecessarily visible in nearby designated and priority habitats. 

• Building design that results in increased light spill from internal lighting is avoided.  


