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Note  The information contained in this report is pre-Covid-19 and the community services 

mentioned are at present inactive.  It is hoped that they will be able to resume once the 

pandemic is under control. 

1. Introduction 

1.1 A Steering Group was formally set up in December 2018 to oversee the production 

of a Neighbourhood Plan on behalf of North Mundham Parish Council, which holds overall 

responsibility. 

1.2 Three Working Groups were established to help gather detailed local information to 

inform the Neighbourhood Plan.  These Working Groups were: Housing and Development, 

Environment and Countryside, Community Services and Infrastructure. 

1.3 The specific policy areas for the Community Services and Infrastructure Working 

Group to address were: 

• Community services and assets 

• Education 

• Utilities  

• Broadband 

• Transport, including pedestrian and cycle links 

2. Vision of the Working Group 

2.1 By 2030 the Parish of North Mundham will be a peaceful, thriving and inclusive rural 

community where people want to live, with a diverse range of services and facilities. 

2.2 Educational and utility infrastructure will have been improved and capacity 

increased in advance of need generated by new development. 

2.3 Residents and visitors will enjoy safe routes for walkers and cyclists giving access to 

settlement hubs, church, school, farm shop, neighbouring communities and the protected 

and enhanced local natural environment. 

3. Research undertaken by the Working Group   

Approach 

3.1 Meetings were held with key stakeholders (see Annexe B). 
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3.2 The Community Survey of July-August 2019 asked specific questions to gauge current 

levels of satisfaction with community services and infrastructure and to test support for 

priorities.  A total of 596 forms were delivered and 210 households (35.2%) responded. 

Highlights of the survey relevant to this Working Group are shown below. 

  94% of respondents considered improved traffic management was either important or very 

important 

87% thought that traffic congestion constituted a problem 

 83% would like a GP surgery in the Parish 

79% supported the need for a shop 

70% would like to see improved broadband 

67% of respondents thought that road safety for cyclists and pedestrians was a problem in 

the Parish 

32% of respondents thought the Parish had changed for the worse in the last two years with 

the most common reason given being increased traffic 

In addition, 51% of respondents said they would like to see improvements to pedestrian and 

cycling links within the parish. 

3.3 The research carried out by the Working Group together with the consultations 

undertaken informed the following conclusions and general recommendations: 

• Maintain current infrastructure capacity and ensure it keeps pace with future 

developments 

• Protect and enhance community services and assets 

• Seek to provide improved pedestrian and cycle routes within the parish and safer 

links to neighbouring settlements 

• Work with CDC, WSCC and businesses to reduce the adverse impact of traffic on the 

community and promote and support sustainable traffic. 

Conclusions and General Recommendations 

Maintain current infrastructure capacity and ensure it keeps pace with future 

developments 

3.4 New developments threaten infrastructure and it is feared that further development 

will happen before the investment has been made to expand the infrastructure to meet the 

new demand.  Policies are needed to maintain the strength, protect and where necessary 

improve the infrastructure capacity of educational facilities and utilities (water, drainage 

and sewerage, electricity, gas and broadband). New developments should include plans and 

opportunities to facilitate improved pedestrian and cycle links. 

Education 



4 
 

3.5 Of particular concern is the availability of places at North Mundham Primary School.  

The School should be able to accommodate children from the housing development in 

North Mundham but the 200+ proposed houses in Hunston would be a problem, and 

Chichester Free School cannot confirm that they would be able to guarantee places for all 

children from the planned houses as it does not have a catchment area and any places 

available once children in care and siblings of current pupils have been accepted are 

allocated by ballot run by WSCC.   

WSCC estimate that the number of children who would come from the cumulative total of 

houses within the North Mundham Primary catchment would be 7 per year of age.  Any 

expansion of primary schools in the Chichester area would be carefully considered and 

discussed with the head teachers across the area as whilst they would wish to ensure there 

were sufficient places for children in their local schools, parental preference for schools 

does mean that many children do not attend their nearest school. 

Currently for secondary pupils there is sufficient capacity within the area since Chichester 

High School has surplus places as a result of the amalgamation of the boys school and the 

girls school to form one co-educational establishment. 

3.6 Sunbeams Pre-school takes children from two to school age.  Like the Primary 

School, they would also struggle to accommodate all children from the new developments.  

Those from North Mundham would take precedence over those from Hunston, but the Free 

School would not be an option as their student age-range is 4-19. 

3.7 The Montessori School takes children from birth to school age divided amongst four 

groups, with numbers overall between 88 and 90.  More children in the two lower groups 

would be welcome but places in the two higher groups are limited.  The School has a wide 

catchment area and children are accepted on a first-come-first-served basis, so although it is 

situated in the Parish of North Mundham local children would not take priority.  

Utilities 

3.8 Water is a precious resource that we all need to use wisely in order to ensure there 

is enough for everyone, now and into the future.  Whilst far from a limitless supply, in the 

area controlled by Portsmouth Water they are lucky enough to have access to the chalk 

geology, which means they do have more raw water available than other companies in the 

country, particularly elsewhere in the South East.   

Further information can be found in Annexe C. 

3.9 Drainage is a complex issue that involves WSCC, the Environment Agency, Chichester 

DC, Southern Water and private landowners.  There are three key areas: 

• Flooding from sea or river 

• Flooding from surface water 

• Sewerage 
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New developments in particular, but also existing properties where possible, should be 

encouraged to use Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) and underground storage tanks in 

order to make full use of rainwater in gardens and to manage the flow of surface water.   

Glasgow City Council calculated that the net benefits of various ecological measures (green 

roofs, swales, permeable paving, pond/wetland and exceedance management measures) 

were worth over £60 million to the city for the services provided.  These included flood 

relief, increased water quality, and carbon reduction and sequestration 

See Annexe D for more information. 

3.10 Solar PV Panels for the supply of Electricity to new developments should be seriously 

considered, and it would benefit the overall vision of the Neighbourhood Plan if owners of 

existing properties could be provided with information on sustainable energy. 

3.11 Broadband should be able to support local businesses and home-working and also 

the possible future provision of a remote health service.  There needs to be FTTC (Fibre To 

The Cabinet) offering speeds of at least 10Mbps throughout the Parish with FTTP (Fibre To 

The Premises) on all new developments. 

See Annexe E for full details of broadband in the Parish. 

Protect and enhance community services and assets 

3.12 The Village Centre consists of a Village Hall, which can be divided into two providing 

one large and one small separate hall, plus an Annexe and another smaller room (the 

Pavilion).  Together these provide an excellent venue for charity events, business meetings, 

parties and receptions, and a wide variety of exercise, music and craft groups which meet 

on a regular basis. 

3.13 In addition, the Annexe is used to house Sunbeams Pre-school, which is open every 

day of the week during term time, and two groups for children, Lighthouse and Solid Rock, 

which meet in the Village Hall alternate Wednesdays (from September it is proposed that 

they will meet once a week). 

3.14 The Playing Field includes a children’s play area, a small skateboard facility and a 

basketball area.  There are also two tennis courts which are made good use of by a 

flourishing tennis club.  The field itself is used by Chichester Free School and North 

Mundham Primary School during term time for informal team sports, and it is also used by 

Lighthouse and Solid Rock.   

3.15  However, at present neither the Centre nor the Playing Field are operating at 

capacity and it is felt that it would benefit the Parish if more activities could be encouraged 

to take place there.  The Playing Field has all the equipment for more serious football and 

cricket if any clubs or groups were willing to take advantage of it.  Also, the newly re-

furbished Pavilion would make an excellent venue for a café, possibly run by volunteers, 

where everyone would be welcome.  
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3.16 St Stephen’s Church is well attended with 140 people on the electoral roll.  In 2019 it 

conducted 9 baptisms, 5 weddings and 7 funerals.  There is an unusually high proportion of 

young members; 24 children belong to the Sunday School and there may be as many as 30 

children at a service.  The Church runs the two youth groups mentioned above, Lighthouse 

for young people in school years 4-6 and Solid Rock for those in school years 7-11.  These 

groups are open to all and offer ‘fun, games and much more’.  Initially they were run by 

volunteers but five years ago they were taken over by a professional youth leader for a 

limited period.  On completion of that period, a trust was set up by a group of local 

businesses, a grant from the parish council, a two-year grant from another trust and other 

initial donations.  The church has underwritten costs for the two years from September 

2019.  It is hoped that the groups will continue to receive financial support for the 

foreseeable future and that they will not share the fate of the Youth Club which had to close 

in 2012 when it had its funding axed by WSCC because of the government’s programme of 

cuts. 

There is also a group for mothers and toddlers, Little Sunbeams, which meets most 

Thursday mornings at the Village Hall, but its future could well be in jeopardy if and when 

the person running it decides to retire. 

 

3.17 Cornerstone is a group for adults which meets at St Stephens twice a week, once in 

the morning for a social get-together and once in the afternoon for a variety of activities.  

Again it is open to everyone but because of the hours is attended mainly by those of 

retirement age.  It provides an invaluable opportunity, sometimes the only opportunity, for 

people living on their own to get out and meet others in the community. 

3.18 The Church is also responsible for the North Mundham Lunch Club, which meets 

once a month in the Village Hall.  It is run by volunteers and is again attended mainly by 

residents of retirement age.  The couple who ran the Club for many years have recently left 

along with three other helpers.  More volunteers are desperately needed and there is 

concern that the Club may not be able to keep going for much longer without them. 

3.19 The Cemetery was solely located in the graveyard area immediately surrounding the 

Church until the late 1880s, but there was so little space left available that a new burial 

ground about 100 yards south of the Church was donated by the late WHB Fletcher and was 

consecrated on 20 August 1888 by the Bishop of Chichester.  This is now the only available 

burial space available in the Parish.  The most recent graves (1998-2018) are situated in 

rows on the east side of the plot.  There is room for three rows and so far nearly one and a 

half have been used, so if the current rate of demand for burial as opposed to cremation 

continues there should be sufficient availability for another twenty years.  There are also 

some spaces amongst older graves scattered around the cemetery, but these are very 

limited and consideration should be given to extending the site in the not too distant future, 

particularly if there is any likelihood of the adjoining land being built on.  Alternatively, the 
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proposed Pigeon House Farm site is adjacent to the church, and if this were to be accepted 

for development then an extension of the actual churchyard could be negotiated. 

3.20 The Mundham French Exchange began over thirty years ago to foster relations between the 

village of La Lucerne d'Outremer in Normandy and our community, through a biennial visit.   This 

year a group from Mundham and its neighbouring villages will visit La Lucerne, staying en famille, 

and in two years' time we shall play host to a group from La Lucerne.   Our French counterpart 

receives funding from their equivalent of a Parish council, and consideration might be given to a 

similar arrangement here. 

3.21 In the Parish Survey, 79% of respondents supported the need for a shop.  There used 

to be a shop and post office in North Mundham but they closed in 2005/2006 as they were 

no longer a viable concern due to lack of support.  However, working with developers it 

should be possible to create a community services centre in a reasonably accessible and 

central location which, under an appropriate scheme of management, could provide a 

whole range of services to the local community in terms of social, domestic and business 

needs. 

3.22  With more people working from home post Covid-19, this ‘hub’ would provide facilities for 

them and local businesses such as meeting rooms, ultra-highspeed broadband, video conferencing 

and sophisticated printers.  As well as a shop for key essentials, additional services could include, for 

example, outreach library facility; dry-cleaning drop-off and pick-up; key cutting; shoe repair; parcel 

delivery and pick-up point; prescription collection point; coffee shop, and central information point. 

Together these things will create a busy centre where a simple stand-alone shop would struggle to 

survive. 

3.23 Working with a developer would provide the opportunity to create a bespoke facility 

which, together with increased use of the Village Centre and Playing Field, would play a 

significant role in encouraging members of the Parish to communicate more and draw 

together.  

3.24 GP Surgery: The West Sussex Clinical Commissioning Group is responsible for 

deciding whether to commission new Primary Medical Care Services in this area.  

Unfortunately, they advise that the NHS national aim is to develop new practices which will 

serve populations of 30,000 plus, which categorically rules out this Parish.  The main reason 

they give is that “Small single handed or low volume staff sites do not have patient 

throughput to support stronger quality of experience.”  Apparently it is considered that 

adequate cover is provided by existing GP surgeries in Chichester and Tangmere, and the 

CCG aim to use these sites to develop a central hub.  This aim is supported by the Chichester 

PCN (Primary Care Network). 

At present the only provision for district nursing is when individuals have been referred to 

the community nursing teams for visits and care at home.  However, the possibility of 

having a regular visit from a nurse is something that might be considered by the PCN. 
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Seek to provide improved pedestrian and cycle routes within the parish and safer links to 

neighbouring settlements 

3.25 The Parish is in a rural setting with many footpaths, bridleways and cycle paths.  A 

map of these facilities within the area is shown in Figure 3-1.   

 

Figure 3-1: Footpaths in the area – shown as red lines  
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3.26     Areas of concern highlighted during the pre-questionnaire discussions are the access 
to Runcton Farm Shop, and footpaths and road safety around the Walnut Tree pub on 
Vinnetrow Road and the B2166.  The paved footpath access along the north side of the 
B2166 between North Mundham and Runcton does not at present extend past the Walnut 
Tree pub, but a footpath/cycleway along the B2166 to the Farm Shop, with a possible 
extension to link with footpaths/cycleways from Bognor and Pagham, is included in 
Chichester District Council’s Infrastructure Business Plan for 2018/23 with the second 
highest priority category of ‘essential’. 
 

3.27     Cycling is popular within the Parish and many locals and visitors take advantage of its 
quiet lanes for recreational cycling.  There are no designated cycle tracks at present (apart 
from the one to the Farm Shop) but a number of cycle routes through the Parish have been 
proposed as part of the West Sussex Walking and Cycling Strategy 2016-2026.  These are 
highlighted in Figure 3-2.  In addition to the link to the Farm Shop, of particular benefit to 
the Parish would be the creation of a footpath/cycleway to Hunston, and it is recommended 
that this should also be adopted by the CDC and, if possible, included in their Infrastructure 
Business Plan for 2018-23. 
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Fig 3-2: Proposed cycle routes (red) in the area  (Is it possible to get a better map?) 

 

3.28 In addition, parts of Sustrans National Cycle Network Routes 2 and 88 run through 

the Parish, but they are incomplete.  Apparently, the Parish Council, Sustrans and local 

authorities are working on them. 

Note: Sustrans is a charity which makes it easier for people to walk and cycle safely.  It was 

set up in 1977 and began a walking and cycling revolution.  In their own words, they 

“connect people and places, create liveable neighbourhoods, transform the school run, and 

deliver a happier, healthier commute.”   

 

3.29 The Parish would benefit enormously if completion of both the West Sussex and 

Sustrans cycle routes could be expedited.  It is recommended that the Neighbourhood Plan 
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should include provision to encourage this. 

 

Work with CDC, WSCC and businesses to reduce the adverse impact of traffic on the 

community and promote and support sustainable traffic. 

3.30 The Parish is bisected by the B2166, a very busy route connecting Chichester in the 

north to Pagham, Aldwick, Bersted and Bognor in the south.  The morning and afternoon 

peak times experience long tailbacks on this route, in particular at the junction with the 

B2145, leading to the A27, and the junction from Vinnetrow Road with the A27 at the 

Bognor Roundabout.  These tailbacks have increased since the opening of the Chichester 

Free School, just outside the Parish to the north, and any housing development in North 

Mundham / Runcton, and indeed the residential areas mentioned above, can only make a 

difficult situation even worse. 

3.31 Traffic has also been adversely affected by the growing activity on the Runcton HDA.  

As well as the local growers, there are now at least three major packing and distribution 

centres in the Area, and this has added to the number of HGV vehicles moving through the 

Parish.  The larger vehicles create a particular hazard when trying to negotiate the Walnut 

Tree Roundabout as they can take up both lanes on the west side as they attempt to turn 

right onto the B1266 from Vinnetrow Road. 

3.32 The 2019 Parish Survey identified traffic congestion, and the number of large HGVs 

and farm vehicles in particular, as the major concern for residents.  This has serious 

consequences for both pedestrians and cyclists attempting to follow ecological advice and 

leave their cars at home when visiting, for example, the Runcton Farm Shop.  Of particular 

concern are the present layout of the Walnut Tree Roundabout and the average speed of 

vehicles on the B2166.  (A traffic speed survey carried out recently over seven days 

registered an 85th percentile speed of 39mph at a point about halfway along the B2166 

between the school and the Walnut Tree Roundabout.)  With the inevitable increase in 

traffic due to all the housing developments along the B2166, it is recommended that steps 

should be taken to address these two problems.   

3.33 Walnut Tree Roundabout  In August 2013 a detailed report was produced by Amey 

for WSCC.  North Mundham primary and pre- schools are located approx. 0.5km to the west 

of the roundabout with residential housing being located to the south and east.  Improving 

pedestrian safety between the schools and residential areas was the primary objective of 

the scheme.  It gave six options, which included moving existing uncontrolled crossings back 

from the give-way lines, together with the installation of zebra crossings and ghost and/or 

physical islands, with costs ranging from just under £8,000 to £13,00.  However, none of 

these options appear to have been adopted.  More recent ideas include: 
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• The provision of an extra lane for traffic coming from North Mundham and points 

west and turning north up Vinnetrow Road.  The benefits of this are dubious as only 

a small proportion of traffic wants to do this. 

• A potential pedestrian route from Mill Lane along the driveway south of the cottages 

on the corner and then to a crossing point further west.  The problem with this idea 

is that the owner of the driveway cannot at the moment be committed to guarantee 

access in perpetuity.  Also, all WSCC Highways require at the B2166 is dropped kerbs 

and tactile paving: given the poor view of traffic accelerating out of the roundabout, 

a lot of people think that something safer, such as a mid-road refuge, would be 

preferable. 

3.34 Traffic Calming  Regarding speeding along the B2166 through Runcton and North 

Mundham, it would be helpful to look at measures for traffic calming.  Entry points and 

paving and surfaces, together with the more common speed cameras, are all preferable to 

humps and chicanes, which can cause more problems than they solve.  Villages in the South 

Downs National Park, such as Buriton, West Meon and Selborne, are all examples of what 

can be achieved. 
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Annexe A – Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats 

 

 
Strengths 
Education: 
- Primary School, pre-school and a Montessori pre-
school in the Parish 
- Good secondary schools and a free school within 
easy reach   
Village Centre:  
Two main halls and two smaller rooms provide an 
excellent venue for: 
- Charity events 
- Business meetings 
- Parties and receptions 
- Exercise, music and craft groups 
Church: 
- A variety of social groups open to all, catering 
mainly for children, young people and those of 
retirement age 
Cemetery 
Playing Field with tennis courts, children’s play area, 
basketball area and skate park 
Cultural: 
- Annual French exchange visit 
- Unlimited Creative Workshop 
Lakeside Holiday Park 
Water skiing and jet ski facility 
Other amenities:   
- Walnut Tree pub 
- Manor Nursery and Restaurant 
- Runcton Farm Shop 
(Limited) fibre broadband 
Good bus service to neighbouring towns and villages  
  

 
Weaknesses 
Gas and mains drainage not universal 
Fibre broadband only to the cabinet with older 
properties 
Poor ditches and land drainage 
Many of the services relied upon are outside the 
Parish, eg. swimming pool, library, doctors’ and 
dentists’ surgeries, high street shops 
Inadequate walking and cycling connectivity both 
within the Parish and between neighbouring 
settlements and facilities. In particular North 
Mundham and Runcton settlements are very poorly 
linked for travel on foot or by bicycle along the 
B2166 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Opportunities 
To create a community services centre 
To make greater use of the Playing Field and the 
Village Centre 
New developments close to or adjoining the B2166 
to include creation of walking and cycling links 
To encourage ‘green’ infrastructure 
 

 
Threats 
Infrastructure reaches capacity: 
- Schools 
- Drainage 
Climate change leading to increased flooding risk 
Significant population increase or decrease 
If a developer were not to include a wide diversity of 
housing . 
New housing developments both within the parish 
and in adjoining settlements will increase the traffic 
on B2166 and adversely affect safety and 
opportunity for walkers and cyclists to move about 
within the parish and to neighbouring settlements. 
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Annexe B – Stakeholders Communications Strategy Grid 

 
Stakeholder 
 

Method of 
Communication 

 
Approx. date 

 
Information obtained 

Residents 
 

Survey:  
Open Days:  

Jul/Aug 2019 
8 Jun, 10-14 Dec 
 

Suggestions, ideas, views and preferences.  
Feedback on specific questions. 

Parish Council Email and  
face to face 

 Information on infrastructure and 
community assets in general, and in 
particular Drainage, the Village Centre, 
and traffic control. 
 

North Mundham Primary 
School, 
Sunbeams Pre-school 
and Montessori School 
School Planning Officer WSCC 
 

Face to face 
 
 
 
Email 

Jul/Aug 2019 
 
 
 
Feb 2020 

Assessment of availability of places in 
relation to new housing developments in 
Mundham and Hunston. 
Accommodation of pupils from new 
developments. 
 

Social groups and clubs Email and  
face to face 

Jul 2019 thru’ 
Jan 2020 

Nature of activities and areas of weakness 
and strength. 
 

Church officials and 
‘The Church of St Stephen …’ by 
David J Coward 
 

Email and 
face to face 

Jul/Aug 2019 
Jan 2020 

Activities organised by the Church.  
Query need for more space in the 
Cemetery. 

Village Centre and Playing Field Websites and 
face to face 

Jan 2020 Discussions on existing use and possible 
future development. 
 

Chichester DC  
WSCC Surface Water 
Management Plan 2015 
Royal Town Planning Institute – 
Biodiversity in Planning, 2019  
 

Email 
Online 
 
 

Jul-Sept 2019 Existing infrastructure and problems with 
flooding and drainage, and suggestions for 
future improvements. 
 

Portsmouth Water  
Draft Water Resources 
Management Plan 2018 
 

Email 
Online 

Jul/Aug 2019 Explanation of present distribution of 
water and strategies for safeguarding 
future supplies. 

Openreach Telephone and 
face to face 

Aug 2019 Policies regarding the provision of 
infrastructure for Fibre Broadband in the 
Parish. 
 

Selsey Town Council Face to face Jan 2020 Advice on renewable electricity. 
 

Vicky Smart 
Public Involvement Officer 
West Sussex CCG 
 

Email June 2020 NHS Primary Care (GP) policy. 

WSCC Report on Walnut Tree 
Roundabout Aug 2013 
 

Online July 2020 Options for safer pedestrian crossings. 

Stephen Jupp 
Chartered Town Planner 

Presentation and 
email 

July 2020 Traffic speed survey carried out by PCC 
Traffic Information Consultancy Ltd 
 

Roads in the South Downs 
Speedlimit.org.uk ‘Traffic is 
killing our villages’ 

Online 
Online 

July 2020 
July 2020 

Case studies of traffic calming. 
Evaluation of traffic calming procedures. 
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Annexe C – Water  

North Mundham’s water most likely comes from either the Fishbourne, Lavant or Aldingbourne 

ground water boreholes.  This is treated and stored in the Lavant treated water storage reservoir 

and fed to customers on demand through their network.  The addition of 50 new homes in North 

Mundham should not place a strain on this system. (Jim Barker, Head of Water Resources at 

Portsmouth Water)  

Portsmouth Water produce a Water Resource Management Plan which looks ahead 25 years.  In this 

they anticipate development, population growth, business demands and climate change and how 

such factors could affect their ability to provide wholesome water to their customers.  The Plan is 

refreshed every 5 years to ensure it remains up to date.  It shows, in common with all companies in 

the country, water becoming less plentiful in the medium-term future, and as a result they are 

working with developers, appliance manufacturers and their customers on ways to reduce water 

consumption without having an undue impact on our lifestyles. 

Portsmouth Water have shared up to 15 million litres per day of their supplies of water with 

Southern Water’s customers in West Sussex since 2004.  They are now sharing a further 15 million 

litres a day with Southern Water’s customers in Hampshire and intend to share another 30 million 

litres due to the need for Southern Water to reduce the amount of water they take from the River 

Test and the River Itchen. 

As part of their planning for the future they are proposing to build a reservoir at Havant Thicket to 

create a strategic new water source for the South East, a community facility and new habitats for 

wildlife.  It is estimated that it will take 10 years to plan, build and fill with water.   

(More detailed information is available in Portsmouth Water’s draft Water Resources Management 

Plan, 5 March – 25 May 2018.) 
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Annexe D – Flooding, Drainage and Sewerage 

Flooding from Sea or River 

The principal flood zone follows the line of the Pagham Rife (‘rife’ is a Sussex name for a drainage 

ditch which connects to the sea).  It is defined as a principal watercourse, and it discharges into 

Pagham Harbour through a sluice in the harbour wall.  The sluice is in effect a big non-return valve 

which stops the harbour flooding back through the harbour wall at high tide, but this means that the 

Rife will only actually discharge into the harbour when the level in the Rife is above the height of tide 

in the harbour. 

Maintenance of the Rife is an Environment Agency responsibility. 

Flooding from Surface Water 

In addition to flooding during extreme rainfall events or very wet winters, as in June 2012 and the 

winters of 2012/13 and 2013/14, the Manhood Peninsula is vulnerable to regular flooding due to its 

low-lying nature.  This is often caused by poor maintenance of ditches and culverts, discontinuity of 

the ditch network, or collapses/blockages in piped ditches or drainage.  In August 2015 the West 

Sussex County Council issued a Surface Water Management Plan (SWMP) for the Manhood 

Peninsula together with a Non-Technical Summary.  This latter listed several locations that were of 

high, moderate or low priority and included Runcton and South Mundham under the heading 

‘moderate priority’.  No other locations in the Parish were mentioned. 

The Main Report made a number of short-term recommendations to reduce flooding in Runcton and 

South Mundham, and it is assumed that these have been carried out.  In the longer term, the SWMP 

Summary stressed the importance of the clearance of ditches and culverts, which remain the 

responsibility of landowners and riparian owners apart from culverts that run under roads which are 

a WSCC responsibility; the control of runoff into the ditch network, and the continuity of the ditch 

network.  As well as being a problem in its own right, surface water flooding can interact with foul 

drainage arrangements, and the Parish Council does its best to remind landowners of their 

responsibilities to keep drains and culverts clear.  

The need to control runoff from new developments and glass houses was also stressed.  All new 

developments must demonstrate that they will not increase flood risk on or off site.  One of the 

ways they do this is by ensuring that any discharge off-site (infiltration must be investigated and 

ruled out first) does not exceed the existing rate (greenfield rate).  This requirement will almost 

certainly be controlled through planning conditions, which will include a requirement to construct 

the approved scheme.  (Dominic Henly, Senior Engineer for the Environment with Chichester DC)  

Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) that encourage groundwater recharge, promote water quality 

and reduce pressure on sewers are recommended by the Environment Agency.  SuDS are designed 

to control surface water run-off close to the source and to mimic natural drainage patterns as closely 

as possible.  They are site specific, and when designed effectively, can not only reduce flood risk but 

also remove pollutants from run-off, improve biodiversity, increase infiltration and enhance amenity 

and recreation for people.  Further information can be found in CIRIA’s (the Construction Industry’s 

Research and Information Association) SuDs guidance. 



17 
 

The Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) for the Manhood Peninsula is West Sussex County Council.  

LLFAs are responsible for advising on the management of surface water from new developments and 

for producing local flood risk management strategies.  These show the extent of flood risk from 

ordinary watercourses and other sources of flooding such as surface water and set out how this risk 

will be managed in partnership.  LLFAs encourage the use of SuDS and often produce their own 

policy and guidance. 

The MWHG (Manhood Wildlife and Heritage Group) charity FLOW (Fixing and Linking Wetlands) 

project has been surveying all the ditches, ponds and wetlands in the parish and will deliver a project 

report in early 2021.  MWHG staff and parish volunteers have already delivered significant 

improvements to the Relic Canal in North Mundham and the Camic Pond in South Mundham.  The 

report will assist the Parish Council when encouraging responsible parties to maintain their ditches 

and culverts to avoid the recurrence of local flooding after periods of heavy rain.  MWHG will 

continue to support the improvement of the local wildlife habitat with the involvement of 

volunteers beyond 2021. 

Sewage System 

The sewage system only serves the northern end of the parish.  It is the responsibility of Southern 

Water as the statutory undertaking. There are two networks, one covering North Mundham and the 

other Vinnetrow Road and Marsh Lane down to Summer Place in Runcton Lane.  The sewage from 

North Mundham is transferred by gravity to the main North Mundham pumping station just south of 

Canal Mead.  The Runcton sewage is collected at a pumping station adjacent to Rose Cottage in 

Runcton Lane from where it is pumped across the fields to the main station at Canal Mead and 

thence to the treatment works at Pagham. 

Properties outside the area served by the sewage system remain reliant on cess pits or septic tanks 

which must be emptied regularly, or on individual packaged sewage treatment plants.  A particular 

problem exists with the older septic tanks in low-lying areas where surface water flooding can rise 

above the vent pipes and then flow into the tank, over-filling it and bringing a risk of surface water 

contamination. 

There is a heavy demand on the capacity of the main in the Mundham network that runs south 

down School Lane to the junction with Church Road / Palmer Place.  This has been aggravated by the 

development of Lakeside Holiday Park.  The resulting system overload affects users in School Lane, 

including the School and the Village Hall, and causes sewage discharge onto Church Road on the 

stretch between the B2166 and Palmer Place.  Of grave concern is the fact that there has been a 

recent planning proposal to connect yet more holiday lodges to the Lakeside system.  However, 

North Mundham Parish Council has been assured by the Lakeside agent that a mechanism is in place 

to limit flows to no more than 8 litres/second, and on that basis the objection that they had raised 

could not be sustained. 

This assurance does not carry the weight it might otherwise have done as it is also claimed that “in 

the past 24 months … there have been no foul flooding incidents attributable to the Southern Water 

and Park Holidays network”, but this is quite clearly not the case: local residents have encountered 

surcharging (an upwelling of raw sewage) in Church Road and problems in the new development at 

Stoney Meadow in that period. 
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Furthermore, Hunston’s sewage is pumped across the fields to Fletcher Place and then through 

Palmer Place to where it joins that from North Mundham and Runcton at the main pumping station 

at Canal Mead.  If the pumps cannot handle the incoming flow then it all must back up somewhere. 

Because the Hunston and Runcton flows are pumped to the collection point they are moved out of 

those areas; North Mundham on the other hand, relies on gravity to take its sewage away, and if the 

collection point gets overloaded then nothing flows away.   

The situation is made worse because much of the pipework is outdated and because the flat nature 

of the terrain means that the system is vulnerable to water infiltration during periods of heavy rain.  

For example, if manhole covers are not sealed, the system can become overloaded and raw sewage 

can flood up through the manhole covers bringing potential for surface water contamination. 

It is apparent that the main pumping station at Canal Mead is not fit for purpose in dealing with 

existing demands on it, and it would certainly not be capable of safely processing the sewage from 

the proposed 200+ new houses in Hunston and 50+ in the parish of North Mundham.  Any 

developers would have to approach Southern Water to ensure that the system is upgraded to meet 

satisfactory health and safety standards. 
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Annexe E – Fibre Broadband 

Openreach provide ‘Fibre to the Cabinet’ (FTTC).  A cabinet is a PCP (Primary Connection Point) 

which receives fibre or copper from an exchange and distributes it to individual properties along 

existing copper cables.  A new cabinet has been installed opposite the original one for copper cables 

next to North Mundham Primary School.  This receives fibre broadband from Chichester.  There is 

also a cabinet at the top of Honer Lane in South Mundham which receives fibre broadband from 

Pagham.  Because there are so few properties in the area, a small fibre cabinet has been added on to 

the existing one for copper.   

 

At present there are no plans for ‘Fibre to the Premises’ (FTTP), or fast fibre, to houses which have 

copper cables as fibre would have to be laid and this would involve digging up roads.  However, new 

developments of 20+ houses should have their own cabinets and fibre to the premises. 

 

There is only so much fibre in a cabinet and once it is used up it is a case of first-come-first-served 

for applicants as existing customers cancel.  As of August 2019, lines were available. 

 

Openreach only provide the digital network (lines, poles and cables) used for phone, broadband and 

TV services.  To get the services, a communications provider should be contacted to find out about 

the packages they offer (26 are listed online for Great Britain). 

 

At present in the Parish there is Superfast Fibre (average 50Mbps) but not Ultrafast (100Mbps).  This 

could be supplied to the existing fibre cabinets if enough people asked for it.  With FTTC, maximum 

speeds are only available near the cabinet: the further away you live, the weaker the signal.   

Relative speeds of Fibre 

Superfast Fibre Essential    36Mb   Ultrafast Fibre Plus   100Mb 

Superfast Fibre       50Mb   Ultrafast Fibre Plus 2   150Mb 

 

Copper wire = electric waves    Fibre = light waves 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


