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About the SWMPs… 
West Sussex County Council has appointed CH2M 
HILL to develop Surface Water Management Plans 
(SWMPs) in five locations. These are: 

• Lavant Valley 
• Easebourne 
• Lancing 
• Manhood Peninsula 
• Chichester 

This is the second edition of our SWMP newsletter.  
It provides an update on the work that has been 
carried out in the last two months on the Lavant, 
Easebourne and Lancing studies.   

If you missed the first newsletter, issued in June, 
you can catch up here: SWMP Newsletters 

Easebourne 
The Easebourne study is progressing well. Since 
the last newsletter we have: 

• developed our understanding of the 
magnitude of flows within the catchment 
and key constraints which cause flooding 

• attended a meeting and site visit with 
Easebourne Parish Council in June 2014; 

• sought additional feedback from local 
residents affected by flooding (via the 
Parish Council); 

• held discussions with the South Downs 
National Park on sediment management.  

• undertaken capacity checks at key locations 
within the drainage network; 

• developed proposed mitigation measures to 
alleviate flooding, and;  

• written a draft report for comment by WSCC  

Key next steps are to hold further discussions with 
WSCC, SDNPA and landowners on our proposed 
flood alleviation measures. Subsequently we will be 
holding a public meeting in Easebourne in Autumn 
2014 to discuss the findings and seek feedback.   
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Flooding in Mid Lavant (January 2014) 

http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/living/environment_and_planning/managing_flood_risk/flood_and_water_management_pro.aspx
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Lavant Valley  
The Lavant Study started in April 2014. To date we 
have: 

• undertaken detailed analysis of borehole 
data to understand how flooding responds 
to different groundwater levels; 

• reviewed Southern Water’s Infiltration 
Reduction Plan; 

• undertaken a site visit with representatives 
from Parish Councils across the study area, 
and; 

• identified mitigation measures for the 
catchment. 

Over the next few weeks key tasks will be to: 

• draft local emergency approaches to high 
groundwater and river levels in the 
catchment, and; 

• develop a draft report for consultation with 
WSCC, the Environment Agency and 
Southern Water. 

We will subsequently attend a meeting of the 
Lavant Valley Partnership to discuss our findings 
and seek feedback from local residents in Autumn 
2014. 

 

 

Lancing 
Our programme of work for Lancing runs from May 
2014 to February 2015. In line with our programme 
we have:  

• reviewed a wide range of previous studies, 
reports and data, including borehole and 
rainfall data – we recognise there is 

additional evidence of flooding held by local 
communities which we will be collating over 
the coming months; 

• refined the catchment boundary draining to 
the Lancing Brooks; 

• undertaken a review of the catchment area 
and identified pinch points within this; 

• developed a conceptual model of the 
catchment to understand inflows and 
outflows from the system 

• held discussions with the County Council’s 
Principal Community Officer covering 
Lancing to gather local knowledge and 
identify local stakeholders, and; 

• prepared a stakeholder engagement plan 
which maps out a process for meeting 
stakeholders on a one to one basis via a 
series of ‘surgery’ style meetings. 

Our next steps for Lancing will be: 

• scope out the site visits which will take 
place in October 2014 

• attend the Flood Watch meeting on 
Saturday 25th October 2014 

• hold surgery sessions with key stakeholders 
on Friday 24th October and Saturday 25th 
October 2014. 

Manhood Peninsular  
This project will run from July 2014 to February 
2015. We have started to develop a stakeholder 
engagement plan, and review all the currently 
available data. These will be completed by early 
September, after which we will need to engage with 
stakeholders, in particular parish councils, to collate 
additional data for the study. 

Chichester 
As with the Manhood Peninsula project the 
Chichester study is programmed to commence in 
November 2014.

 

Contact us… 
For further information, please contact Peter 
Smith (peter.smith@westsussex.gov.uk) at 
West Sussex County Council. 

East Dean Village Pond (January 2014) 
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