
Sidlesham, Hunston and North Mundham Neighbourhood Panel 
 

13 November 2013 – 7 pm – North Mundham Village Hall 

Attendees 

 

Name Representing 

David Baron Sidlesham Neighbourhood Watch 

Corina Hall Sidlesham Parish Council 

PCSO Jacob McQuillan Manhood Peninsula Neighbourhood Police Team 

John Owen North Mundham Neighbourhood Watch 

Roger Pagram Hunston Parish Council 

Innes Mary Quigley Merston Neighbourhood Watch 

Linda Rex Hunston Neighbourhood Watch 

David Rozier North Mundham Neighbourhood Watch 

Tim Russell (Chairman) North Mundham Parish Council 

Cllr Margaret Whitehead WSCC 

 

 

1. Introductions 

  

1.1 Those present were invited to introduce themselves. 

  

1.2 Apologies were received from Sarah Gunn and Denia Turnbull.  

  

2 Approve minutes of the previous meeting 

  

2.1 The minutes were agreed to be an accurate record of the previous meeting. 

  

3 Matters Arising 

  

3.1 Identification of Tractors (minute 7.1.1).  The Chairman reported he had not been able to 

make any progress with establishing contact details for tractors operating in the area, but he 

would continue to follow this up. 

  

3.2 Participation by Other Parishes (Minute 7.2.1).  It was noted that representatives of 

Donnington and Apuldram had chosen not to attend. 

  

4 Discussion of Previous Priorities 

  

4.1 PCSO McQuillan updated the meeting.  A copy of his notes is attached at Annex A. 

  

4.2 Driving Offences, and specifically speeding. 

  

4.2.1 PCSO reported he is now trained in the used of the speed gun, and offenders had been 

reported to Operation Crackdown.  He planned to co-ordinate an Operation Vanquish in the 

area, targeting other driving offences such as use of mobile phones and failing to wear seat 

belts.  

  



4.3 Maintaining High Visibility   

  

4.3.1 PCSO McQuillan noted that there was limited scope for patrolling on foot, because this 

required an area where it was safe and useful to do so, and a suitable place to park a patrol 

car.  Foot patrolling in the area was therefore mainly limited to Hunston and along the canal.  

He had made a practice of leaving a patrol car in a prominent place, but noted that there was 

only one marked car available to him and his colleagues. 

  

5 Current Issues 

   

5.1 Hare Coursing. 

  

5.1.1 Hare coursing remains a matter of concern.  There had been one further report, in the area of 

Chalder Farm.  PCSO McQuillan noted that any successful action was very dependent on 

reports of possible activity, and this merited a call to the 101 line if suspicious activity was 

seen, and a 999 report for any sighting of hare coursing actually taking place.  Anyone seen 

or suspected of hare coursing should not be approached. 

  

5.2 Vandalism 

  

5.2.1 There had been little incidence of vandalism except for the damage to the bus shelter in 

North Mundham.  PCSO McQuillan would visit the Pupil Referral Unit in North Mundham to 

see if the staff there could be of any help. 

  

5.3 Theft 

  

5.3.1 There had been a number of local instances of theft of coping bricks.  The particular targets 

were the half-round coping bricks, which sold for a good price.  It appears the bricks are 

removed by being levered off where they are not firmly held by the mortar, with any bricks 

that break being discarded. 

  

5.4 Personnel Resources 

  

5.4.1 The removal of the protestors from around the Balcombe drilling site had allowed local police 

to return to their normal duties, but it could be expected that any protests there or at other 

sites would once again divert police resources. 

  

6 Establish New Priorities 

  

6.1 It was agreed that the current priorities should remain unchanged:   

 Driving Offences, and specifically speeding 

 Maintaining high visibility 

  

7 Any Other Business 

  

7.1 Tractors 

  

7.1.1 Despite the suggestion made at the last meeting that tractors do not generally exceed the 



speed limit, there remains some concern that the size and speed of the tractors and the loads 

they tow remain a problem. 

  

7.2 Food Park Exit 

  

7.2.1 It was suggested that part of the problem at the Food Park exit may be caused by branches 

of a tree obscuring the view of drivers leaving the food park.  While not an obstruction to car 

drivers’ line of sight, they may be affecting truck drivers sitting much higher.  The Chairman 

volunteered to investigate. 

  

7.3 Road Signs 

  

7.3.1 There is continued concern that the state of some of the traffic signs, and in particular faded 

speed limit signs or places where one of a pair of signs is missing, may make speed limits 

unenforceable or convictions liable to legal challenge.  While in an ideal world one might 

expect the highways inspectors to note these issues and take action, it was acknowledged 

that, in times of financial stringency, this may not happen.  Where individual problem signs 

have been reported, action has been taken.  The Chairman asked PCSO McQuillan if he 

could establish how often a motorist caught speeding in the area had mounted a successful 

challenge on the basis that the signs were not correctly displayed. 

  

7.4 Unlit Cyclists 

  

7.4.1 Concern was expressed over the danger caused by cyclists wearing dark clothing and 

showing inadequate lights at night, or no lights at all.  The problem was more apparent now 

that the clocks had changed and the evenings were darker.  PCSO McQuillan stated that the 

police were well aware of the problem, and wherever possible stopped the offenders and 

advised them of the risk they presented both to other road users and themselves.  There was 

some disappointment that police action was not more robust, but given the difficulty of 

catching the offenders and speaking to them the police believe that advice is more effective, 

and a better use of time, than pursuing a prosecution. 

  

7.5 Personnel 

  

7.5.1 PCSO McQuillan advised the meeting that he had been successful in the selection procedure 

for Police Constable, though there were no immediate vacancies and he would be unlikely to 

move before next March. 

  

7.6 Date of Next Meeting.  It was agreed to hold the next meeting at 1900 on Wednesday, 22 

January 2014, in North Mundham Village Hall.   

  

7.7 The meeting closed at approximately 1945. 
 
 

Annex A:  Copy of PCSO McQuillan’s “Sidlesham, Hunston and North Mundham 13/11/13 Police 

Update” 



 

Annex A to  

Minutes of Meeting 

13 November 2013 

 

Sidlesham, Hunston, and North Mundham Neighbourhood Management Panel 13/11/13 

 

Current Priorities 

 

Anti-social Driving: I have deployed the SID with my colleagues at various locations, including some 

unavailable to our speedwatch groups.  While most drivers are driving within the limit, there continues 

to be a minority that speed.  At each location, number plates are taken and submitted to Operation 

Crackdown.  

 

I have also delivered the SID to the Sidlesham Speedwatch group, who have welcomed a new 

member.  They are due for another deployment in November. 

 

I am now also trained on the speed ace (gun) device and have been deploying it at various locations 

around the peninsula.  The device is more discrete and gives a very accurate measure of speed, with 

more locations usable.  Speeders are again reported to Operation Crackdown. 

 

High-Vis Patrols: I have been making regular patrols of areas where incidents have been taking place, 

and also areas with higher populations.  When able, I will park a vehicle and patrol on foot. 

Unfortunately, given the nature of the area, this is mostly in Hunston.  This is due to the lack of paths 

in some areas, or the lack of suitable parking in others.  When it is available, I will use the marked 

Police vehicle, to increase my visibility. 

 

Other Issues 

 

Hare Coursing: We have had one further incident of hare coursing. At this time, it appears to be an 

isolated incident, but I would like to remind all attendees of the issue.  Enquiries ongoing and we are 

working with the landowners. 

 

Coping Stone Thefts: There have been a number of thefts of semi-circular coping stones in various 

locations on the Manhood Peninsula.  These peaked in early October, but have since stopped. The 

offender has left no evidence to their identity at any scene.  The offender has roughly broken stones 

from the wall, presumably with a crowbar, attacking the mortar.  This has left stones damaged, but 

some quantity has been stolen from each location.  Enquiries are on-going. 

 

Burglaries and Other Theft:  Aside from the above thefts, Burglaries and Thefts (including from motor 

vehicles) have remained very low, with only one burglary non-dwelling, and five thefts (apart from the 

coping stone thefts). 

 

Anti-Social Behaviour:  No cases of ASB 

 

Criminal Damage:  There has been one incident reported, at North Mundham bus stop, where a glass 

panel has been smashed.  No suspects at this time but possibly linked to the Links College. 

 


