
AFFORDABLE HOUSING WORKING PARTY 
 

MINUTES OF THE INAUGURAL MEETING OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING WORKING PARTY HELD ON 9th 

DECEMBER 2010 WHICH COMMENCED AT 7PM AT AUBURN COTTAGE NORTH MUNDHAM 
 

PRESENT: Sam Irving (Rural Housing Enabler Chichester District Council), Denia Turnbull 
(Chairman North Mundham Parish Council), Tim Russell (Vice Chairman North Mundham Parish 
Council), Frances Neave (Councillor), Claire Dalgliesh (Resident), Ian Sedgley (Resident) and Julia Holt 
(Resident) 
 
In attendance: Mrs Louise Chater (Clerk to North Mundham Parish Council) 
 
01.10 Introduction 

 
Sam Irving reminded the group that he had advised the parish council in 
November 2009that there was a significant housing need in the parish; in 
January 2010 he attended a Parish Council meeting as a result of which the 
Parish Council sent out a letter to parishioners and held a Parish Meeting on 
6th July 2010.  Sam considered the Parish Meeting a positive consultation 
and now the working party had been formed to move the project forward.  
 

 

02.10 Housing Need  
 
Sam advised that since the consultation event in July the number of 
households on the housing register with a location connection to the parish 
had increased to 78, this was more than sufficient to justify a scheme within 
the parish.  
 

 

03.10 The Process  
 
Denia Turnbull stated that we needed to establish what site and what type 
of housing was required and requested that Sam explain the process and 
various options.  
 
Sam advised that firstly the group needed to identify sites for investigation, 
and it was noted that some potential sites had been identified in the 
withdrawn LDF.  Once a site had been identified and investigated then the 
group would look at the housing required on the housing register and design 
a scheme to suit the needs of the parish.  
 
It was noted that the land was not purchased until planning permission had 
been gained and the purchase of the land was normally at the rate of 
£10,000 per unit, this was a higher rate than that of agricultural land but was 
not at market housing rate. 
 
Sam advised that the West Wittering Parish Council affordable housing 
project had recently been granted planning permission for 15 units.  Funding 
had been secured and site work would commence in March 2011 with an 
expected completion date of March 2012.  The new houses would improve 
the current location as they were brick built houses with weather boarding 
to give a seaside feel, and were of a high environmental sustainability 

 



standard.  The site was unusual in that there was limited need for flats and 
as such the site would consist of three bedroom houses, two bungalows and 
a four bedroom house.  The Clerk of West Wittering Parish Council was 
Joanne Brown and her contact details were: 100 Middleton Road, Middleton 
on Sea, Bognor Regis, West Sussex, PO22 6DL Tel 01243 582667 (Monday – 
Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm) if any of the members of the working party 
wished to discuss the process with her.  
 

04.10 Policy Changes  
 
Sam advised that the Localism Bill was due before parliament, but until this 
was published it was difficult to know what changes to the planning process 
were ahead.   
 
Currently the District Council was working on the housing allocation policy 
laid down by the previous government.  Chichester District Council was 
currently reviewing the allocation policy and the new proposed policy would 
be presented to the Executive Committee in the New Year.  The new policy 
would state in future all rural housing stock included a local connection 
requirement; currently this was not a national recommendation.  Sam asked 
that if residents or members of the group were aware that a property was 
due to become available he be advised as soon as possible to enable him to 
request a local connection clause be placed on the property before 
reallocation.  
 
The government had announced a reduction of 50% in the budget for house 
building; the District Council was in the fortunate position to hold £3 million 
in reserves for the building on new rural houses.  It was noted that the 
Government had proposed an increase in rent for householders which 
currently stands at 40% of market value and would increase to 80% of 
market value; this extra income would be used towards the building of new 
houses.  The Government had announced an increase in housing benefit to 
cover this expenditure.  Currently it was not clear whether, if a tenant 
remains with the same landlord but changes property, they would be 
affected by the proposed increase.  
 

 

05.10 Allocation of rural housing  
 
Sam advised the group of the priority for applicants for a property on an 
exception site:  

1. Resident of the Parish for 10 years or more 
2. Resident of the Parish for 5 years or more 
3. Resident of the Parish for 12 months or more  
4. Employed within the Parish  
5. Ex resident of the Parish  

 
It was noted that under the current policy requirements the only affordable 
housing with a local connection requirement were the properties in Aylwin 
Place as this is an exception site.  
 
It was noted that Fletcher Place and Palmer Place were maintained and 

 



managed by HydeMartlet and Aylwin Place was managed and maintained by 
the Home Group. 
 
It was noted that housing associations were “not for profit” organisations 
and any surplus made was fed back into new housing or to maintain the 
current stock.  
 

06.10 The way forward 
 
Ian Sedgley asked to what extent the parish would be able to influence the 
design.  Sam stated a local architect would be employed to design the 
scheme; the architect would visit the area to investigate the design features 
within the parish and would design a scheme in keeping or to improve the 
area.  The scheme would then be placed on public display and comments 
forms would be available for completion; the comments received would 
then be feed back into the planning process. Once the plans had been 
finalised they would be presented to the Parish Council before planning 
permission was applied for.  
 
 
It was noted that 58 householders on the current register required one 
bedroom and there was a requirement for two four bedroom houses.  Sam 
stated he would produce up to date requirement data for the next meeting.   
 
It was considered a minimum of 12 units was required and 12 units required 
a minimum of an acre of land which must abut the settlement policy area; 
fortunately within the parish there are two settlement policy areas.  
 
Runcton:  

1. Field adjacent to Brookside – concerns were raised that this site 
might be too visible, but it was stated that this was due to the new 
landowner’s clearance; a condition could include a planting scheme.   

2. Vinnetrow Road just north of the Walnut Tree, opposite the 
bungalows – concern was expressed that this was within in the 
boundary of the HDA.  It was considered worthy of initial 
investigation to establish the status of the land as it would improve 
the entrance to the village.  

3. The Donkey Field – Concern was expressed it would encroach on the 
gap between Runcton and North Mundham and had a potential 
flood risk due to the rife.  

 
North Mundham: 

1. Stoney Meadow - was preferred by residents when discussed during 
the LDF development.  Concern was raised that an option might be 
held on the land by a developer.  

2. Field adjacent to Footpath Nursery – it was noted that this site was 
very unpopular during LDF discussion and would be difficult for the 
Parish Council to support.  

3. To the rear of Nurses Cottage and the Old Post Office – it was 
considered that access issues and the installation of services would 
be difficult at this location.  
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4. Chichester Tutorial Unit – further consideration should be given to 
this site. 

5.   Rear of Aylwin Place. 
6.  The field on the west side of Church Road opposite the church car 

park. 
7. Part of the field behind Pigeon House Farm, adjacent to Fletcher 

place. 
 
It was noted that there would be opposition to all the proposed sites 
although some would be easier to sell than others; it was advisable when 
discussing the matter to ensure that all residents were aware of the 
allocation process.  
 
It was agreed that Sam would carry out initial investigations into all the sites 
for further discussion at the next meeting.  
 
Ian Sedgley asked whether it would be viable to incorporate a retail unit 
within the scheme to include a village shop and post office.  Sam stated he 
would investigate the possibility, there was no reason why a retail unit 
couldn’t be include in planning permission but HydeMartlet would probably 
not be able to build the unit.  It was agreed the Clerk would contact 
Chichester District Council Economic Development Team and investigate 
Lodsworth and Kirdford community shops.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SI 
 
 
 
SI 
 
 
CLERK 

07.10 Date of next meeting  
 
9th February 2011 commencing at 7pm in the Small Hall North Mundham 
Village Hall.  
 

 

 
Meeting closed 9.05pm  


