
PARISH MEETING  

 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETING FOR THE PARISH OF NORTH MUNDHAM HELD AT 

THE VILLAGE HALL ON 6
th
 JULY 2010 AT 7PM TO DISCUSS AFFORDABLE HOUSING   

 

PRESENT: Cllrs Denia Turnbull (Chairman), Tim Russell (Vice Chairman), Richard Beeny, 

Frances Neave, Jacqui Symes, Jon Stuart, Peter Hill and Robert Callaway-Lewis. 

 

In attendance: Mrs Louise Chater (Clerk to the Council), Austin Wade (Hyde Martlet) and Sam 

Irving (Chichester District Council), District Cllr Stephen Quigley and 18 members of public.  

 

PM01.10 CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME  

 

The Chairman welcomed the members of the public and introduced Austin 

Wade and Sam Irving  

 

 

PM02.10 DO WE NEED MORE AFFORDABLE HOUSING? – presentation by 

North Mundham Parish Council  

 

The Chairman advised the meeting that Sam Irving visited the Parish Council in 

February, and following that meeting the Parish Council formed a small 

working party to move the matter forward.  The working party had questioned 

the District Council’s statistics and worked with Sam to gain an understanding 

of the band restrictions and the criteria required for exception site housing, and 

have investigated the minutes with regard to the previous social housing project 

at Aylwin Place which was completed in 1989.  

 

The Chairman advised the meeting that the site would be outside the normal 

planning area, which would mean the site was limited to a maximum of 15 units 

being built on the site, of a good design and energy efficient. As yet no site had 

been identified. 

 

The Vice Chairman advised the meeting that there are currently 548 dwellings 

in the parish, of which 461 were privately owned and 87 were affordable 

housing.   The proposal to build 15 units would not provide for all the people 

listed on the District Council’s housing list for North Mundham, but by moving 

residents from a home that is not suitable for their needs this would “free up” 

another property.  

 

When the Parish Council started on this exercise, Sam Irving produced these 

figures:-  

 

Band A – 0 households 

Band B – 2 households 

Band C – 22 households 

Band D - 56 households 

 

Of the band D rating 3 of these were ex residents who wish to return to the 

parish, 6 work in the parish 3 of which currently reside in the parish and have 

next of kin within the parish, 13 listed do not live in the parish but were able to 

prove next of kin within the parish. 31 of the 56 listed currently live within the 

parish in homes that do not meet their housing need. 
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Of Band C rating: 1 resident is an ex resident who wishes to return to the 

parish, 1 works in the parish, 7 listed do not live in the parish but were able to 

prove next of kin within the parish and 13 of the 22 listed currently live within 

the parish in homes that do not meet their housing need.  

 

Of Band B rating: 1 is a resident currently living within the parish in a home 

that does not meet their housing need and 1 does not live in the parish but is 

able to prove next of kin within the parish.  

 

PM03.10 QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION - Sam Irving, Rural Housing 

Enabler, Chichester District Council and Austin Wade Rural, Rural 

Development Officer, Hyde Martlet. 

 

Sam Irving stated that since the production of the figures for the meeting in 

February the housing need was now 89 households.  If you are in Band C or 

below you have a very low chance of getting housing.  By building houses on 

an exception site you were able to make more homes available to people in 

category C and D.  Even a band A or B would not take precedence over a local 

connection 

 

Q: Would consideration be given for the size of property required by the people 

who are on the housing register?  

A: The scheme would be built to meet the specific housing need for the parish 

and more work would need be carried out to investigate the need, but the 

development would be a mixed and balanced community.  For example, there is 

a need for two four bedroom houses for North Mundham and consideration 

would be given to this.  

 

Q: Why has Aylwin Place been excluded from this procedure, it was a firm 

promise in 1989 that this scheme would be for local residents? 

A: Aylwin Place was built before the current planning regulations came into 

force, but as properties become empty on sites like Aylwin Place the District 

Council is giving priority to applicants with a local connection. To my 

knowledge all the applicants to that have moved into Aylwin Place have a local 

connection.  

 

Q: How do I get a house at this site? 

A: A local connection registration event will be held and residents will be 

required to prove their local connection at this event. If the site is 

oversubscribed then the unsuccessful applicants details would be kept on 

record, and  if a property then became available they would have to prove they 

still had the local connection. 

 

Q: How can you guarantee the policy won’t change again and the houses no 

longer have a local connection policy attached to it?  

A: The document will be held in perpetuity.  

 

Q: Have you earmarked any sites? 

A: No site identification work has taken place; it would involve the local 

community, Chichester District Council Hyde Martlett and the Parish Council.   

No compulsory purchase is involved in this type of development, and the 

landowner has to want to sell the land.  The work carried out on the previous 

Local Development Framework sites would be investigated to assist with the 
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search for available land.  

 

Q: A Section 106 agreement; the connection to local resident can be varied after 

5 years by agreement.  

A: A Section 106 is in three parts it is the nomination agreement that is 

responsible for the housing allocation requirements and to my knowledge no 

council has amended it.  The possibility of a document being varied in five 

years time is not a reason to not accept affordable housing now, we are looking 

to address a specific need, and we are not able to address the wider issues of the 

communities in the district. 

 

Q: Isn’t affordable housing included when a developer builds new houses? 

A: Market housing development has to provide affordable housing, of a site of 

20 private houses the developer would have to provide 8 affordable units; these 

units would not have a local connection requirement.  Currently there are no 

sites allocated for the building of market housing in North Mundham Parish. 

 

Q: There is no infrastructure to support additional housing in the village, there 

are no doctors, dentist, or shop and the traffic is dominated by heavy traffic 

from the pack houses.  The sewage pumping station pumps down to Pagham, 

with sewage from Hunston, the leisure centre and Runcton, this station is 

currently running at capacity and regularly surcharges which is a serious health 

issue. 

A: As we have been made aware of the situation with the sewage station a 

serious discussion will take place at the early stages between Hyde Martlett and 

Southern Water, and depending on the outcome of these discussions the cost of 

the work involved may inhibit the scheme, Hyde Martlett is not a profit 

developer and as such has a much tight budget.  

 

District Cllr Quigley stated if you have a basic need then it should be addressed, 

if you increase the size of the village you are more likely to increase the 

infrastructure.  This is a promising initiative that should be pushed forward and 

would meet the needs of local people.  

 

Q: How do people apply for these houses if the site goes ahead? 

A: The housing register is maintained by the District Council and an application 

should be made via the District council website or visiting the council offices.  

If you are already on the list the banding system has recently been reviewed and 

the longer you have been list the higher your need. The database currently has 

7200 applicants, but because we are aware the number is unmanageable, the list 

is being reviewed. 

 

Q: I currently live in Aylwin Close, have four children and live in a two 

bedroom house. How long will it be before the houses are built? 

A: The earliest date is likely to be two years.  

 

Q: MARRA produced a parish plan some years ago and residents expressed 

concern about the congestion which will continue to grow due to the growth of 

surrounding villages and towns, the building of this site will only exacerbate the 

problem.  

A: Over two thirds of the applicants live in the parish and as such this would 

not generate further traffic. 
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Q: Will there be any houses built on a Part buy Part rent basis?  

A: These sites tend to be only for rental because it can be difficult to sell the 

property on.  Because the local connection still applies to the new buyers this 

limits your choice of potential buyers. 

 

Q: What would happen if when the houses were built you were not able to fill 

them with residents with a local connection? 

A: A exception site has to be targeted at a local connection.  If for some reason 

there were no applicants with a local connection then the opportunity would 

cascade down to the immediate surrounding villages, for example Oving or 

Hunston.   

 

 

PM04.10 CHAIRMAN’S SUMMARY  

 

The Chairman advised that many different views had been expressed this 

evening; it was interesting to note that a major investment in a sewage station 

may be possible through the development of the site which would improve the 

lives of the residents who are directly affected by the problems.   

 

The Parish Council will be discussing the matter at the Parish Council meeting; 

members of the public will be advised of the Parish Council’s decision via the 

Parish Newsletter.  

 

The Chairman thanked everybody for attending.  The meeting closed at 

8.15pm.  

 

 

 

Signed:_Denia Turnbull  _ Chairman to North Mundham Parish Council   Dated  7
th
 September 2010  


