
 

 

Sidlesham, Hunston and North Mundham Neighbourhood Panel 
 

13 August 2014 – 7 pm – North Mundham Village Hall 

 

Attendees 

 

Name Representing 

David Baron Sidlesham Neighbourhood Watch 

Corina Hall Sidlesham Parish Council 

PCSO Jacob McQuillan Manhood Peninsula Neighbourhood Police Team 

John Owen North Mundham Neighbourhood Watch 

Roger Pagram Hunston Parish Council 

Innes Mary Quigley Merston 

David Rozier North Mundham Neighbourhood Watch 

Tim Russell (Chairman) North Mundham Parish Council 

Denia Turnbull North Mundham Parish Council 

 

 

1. Introductions 

  

1.1 Apologies were received from Cllr Margaret Evans, Sarah Gunn, and Paul Chivers. 

  

1.2 PCSO McQuillan apologised for his unplanned absence which had caused the meeting to be 

postponed from its original date.  This was a result of a fatal road traffic accident which has 

occurred that day, and required a number of officers to re-deploy to Midhurst. 

  

2 Approve minutes of the previous meeting 

  

2.1 The minutes were agreed to be an accurate record of the previous meeting. 

  

3 Matters Arising 

  

3.1 Neighbourhood Watch (Minute 7.1).  The Chairman reported that he had decided not to write 

to question the role and focus of Neighbourhood Watch (NHW).  This was because, since the 

last meeting, there had been an announcement (4 June 2014) about a new Service Level 

Agreement between Sussex Police and Sussex Neighbourhood Watch Federation.  He 

therefore felt that any letter would have simply received a response quoting the new 

agreement.  It seemed more sensible to wait and see whether the signing of the agreement 

made any difference to the way in which the police interacted with NHW.  He noted that one 

of the features of the agreement was that the Neighbourhood Policing Team PCSOs would 

become the principal point of relationship with the NHW street co-ordinators and NHW 

members.  Panel members expressed their disappointment that the PCSOs did not appear to 

have been advised of this relationship. 

  

3.2 Operation Magpie.  Panel members also expressed their surprise at the recent 

announcement (11 August) about an initiative launched to prevent burglaries across Sussex.  

A press release had indicated that “From August, officers and Neighbourhood Watch 

volunteers across the county will visit people living close to the scenes of break-ins within 



 

 

days of the crime to warn them about what has happened, show them how they can make 

sure their home is secure and gather information that could help catch offenders.”  Panel 

members were concerned that there had been no attempt to advise NHW co-ordinators of 

this initiative, or to train and prepare them for this new role.  PCSO McQuillan reported that 

he had received no information about the initiative and no targeted training for it. 

  

3.3 In the light of the reservations expressed, the Chairman agreed to reconsider writing a letter 

to question the way in which these initiatives had been introduced. 

  

4 Discussion of Previous Priorities 

  

4.1 PCSO McQuillan updated the meeting.  A copy of his notes is attached at Annex A.   

  

4.2 Driving Offences 

  

4.2.1 The existing speed indicator device (SID), which is not a calibrated device, was being 

replaced by a new radar system called Genesis.  Observations taken using Genesis 

represent a more powerful source of evidence against speeding offences.  Genesis can be 

used at any of the existing sites approved for the use of a SID.  The use of Genesis is part of 

a five-stage process for evaluating the incidence of speeding, and initiating a graduated 

response.  Speeding is assessed against guidance from the Association of Chief Police 

Officers (ACPO) which sets a threshold of 10% plus 2 mph over the limit.  Where the process 

demonstrates there is a speeding problem (taken to be an average speed in excess of ACPO 

guidance) then an enforcement operation is mounted. 

  

 PCSO Mc Quillan pointed out that further local speedwatch groups can still be formed, but 

they would need a core membership of at least six people to make the group viable and the 

training worthwhile. 

  

4.2.2 There had been three Section 59 warning issued in the Sidlesham area for anti-social driving 

(Section 59 covers driving in a reckless or dangerous manner, or driving otherwise than on a 

highway and, in either case, in a manner which is liable to cause alarm, annoyance or 

distress) and two Section 165 seizures. 

  

4.2.3 Noting the intention to dispense with tax discs on vehicles in the near future, PCSO 

McQuillan was asked how untaxed vehicles would be identified in future.  He advised that the 

automatic number plate recognition (ANPR) equipment fitted in traffic patrol cars would 

identify untaxed vehicles, as would fixed ANPR cameras at a number of sites in the local 

area. 

  

4.2.4 A question was asked about what could be done about heavy vehicles on narrow roads 

causing damage to verges.  It was understood that this did not constitute a specific offence, 

and was an almost inevitable outcome of modern horticultural practices requiring bigger 

machinery and larger trucks to transport the produce.  It was suggested that an approach to 

the farmer or contractor operating the vehicles was probably the only course, if they could be 

identified. 

  



 

 

 

4.3 Maintaining High Visibility   

  

4.3.1 Neighbourhood officers continue to patrol the area, on foot whenever practical.  However, the 

need to cover for colleagues on long-term sick leave means that PCSO McQuillan also has to 

spend time in the Witterings and Birdham area, so coverage is thinly spread. 

  

4.4 Theft 

  

4.4.1 There had been 3 burglaries in the area, all from non-dwelling premises, and 17 thefts.  

Bearing in mind the longer time since the previous meeting, this did not represent any 

significant change in the level of activity though it was noted there had been further oil thefts 

since the previous meeting, in Sidlesham and North Mundham.  There had also been a theft 

of solar panels from a site on the Lagness Road 

  

5 Current Issues 

   

5.1 Travellers. 

  

5.1.1 PCSO McQuillan advised that a group of travellers were currently camped in the car park on 

Marine Drive, West Wittering, but court proceedings were likely to move them on very soon.  

They had been more co-operative than normal about keeping the site tidy.  There was no way 

of knowing where they or other groups might go next, so it was sensible to remain alert and 

keep counter-measures in force. 

  

5.2 Cycle Theft 

  

5.2.1 There had been a spate of cycle theft around Chichester, though not specifically in the 

Manhood area.  The police had deployed bait bikes, but urged bicycle owners to make sure 

they were kept secure.  PCSO McQuillan was able to mark bicycles free of charge on 

request. 

  

5.3 ‘Immobilise’ 

  

5.3.1 PCSO McQuillan introduced the ‘Immobilise’ website accessible at www.immobilise.com  

This provided an opportunity for owners to record the serial numbers of their property (such 

as a frame number, IMEI number of a mobile phone, etc) or items with identifying features on 

a secure database, which the police have access to and would use to identify stolen material 

and contact the rightful owner.  The database was used by other forces, so it would identify 

stolen items even if they were removed from the Sussex area.  Some concern was expressed 

that property listed on the database might then be vulnerable if the data security was 

breached.  It was agreed that it was a personal decision whether or not to submit information 

to the website. 

  

http://www.immobilise.com/


 

 

 

6 Establish New Priorities 

  

6.1 It was agreed that the current priorities should be retained.  The priorities would therefore be:   

 Driving Offences 

 Maintaining high visibility 

 Thefts 

  

7 Any Other Business 

  

7.1 Damage to Property.   A case of damage to a roadside mirror in Sidlesham (used to enable 

safe exit from a driveway) was highlighted.  Circumstantial factors suggested that this might 

have been connected to a particular large group of people in the local pub the same evening.  

PCSO McQuillan appreciated that cases such as this were undoubtedly annoying to the 

property owners.  However, without very specific information identifying a culprit, the priorities 

on police time made it unrealistic to pursue further investigations.  

  

7.2 Lions ‘Message in a Bottle’.  Corina Hall drew attention to the availability of this voluntary 

scheme to make essential information available to the Emergency Services.   It provides a 

form summarising personal details, and information such as medication and contact details of 

carers and next of kin.  The completed form is kept in an easily identified container kept in the 

fridge, and a sticker on the inside of the front door alerts Emergency Services to its presence.  

Corina handed out samples.  Additional kits are available as follows: 

 For North Mundham, from Vince Foote 01243 532620. 

 For Hunston, from the Selsey Club Secretary John Mason 01243 607037 

 For Sidlesham, contact Corina Hall 01243 641533 

  

7.3 Date of Next Meeting.  It was agreed to hold the next meeting at 1900 on Wednesday, 15 

October 2014, in North Mundham Village Hall.   

  

7.4 The meeting closed at approximately 2015. 
 
 

Annex A:  Copy of PCSO McQuillan’s “Sidlesham, Hunston and North Mundham NMP – 13 August 

2014”



 

 

 

 

Annex A to  

Minutes of Meeting 

13 August 2014 

 

Hunston, Sidlesham, and North Mundham NMP – 13 August 2014 
 

Current Priorities 
 

Anti-Social Driving 
 
We have recently introduced a new model for our Speedwatch groups, and as part of that 

we also have a new Genesis RADAR speed “gun.”  The model introduces a 5-step plan 

whereby our response to speeding is based on the results.  This only applies to pre-

approved SID sites, which is for a 30mph or 40mph limit.  Mention is made of Association of 

Chief Police Officers (ACPO) guidance thresholds, which is 10% + 2.  In the case of a 

30mph section this is 35 mph and for a 40mph section is 46mph. 

Step 1: A PCSO not in uniform takes a discrete check of speeds using the Genesis 

device at times indicated to be the main problem times.  This is a 100 car check or a 

1 hour check (whichever is sooner) where only the speeds are measured.  An 

average is taken of these speeds and if this is higher than the ACPO threshold Step 

2 is initiated. 

Step 2: The local Speedwatch group is asked to perform a standard SID deployment 

(Crackdown reports etc), with average speeds taken.  Again, if the average is higher 

then the ACPO threshold Step 3 is initiated.  

Step 3: A second discrete PCSO check is maintained, with offending vehicles VRMs 

noted and added to crackdown.  If the average speed is above the ACPO threshold 

Step 4 is initiated. 

Step 4: The local Speedwatch group is asked to deploy with the Genesis device. 

Currently this is limited to two days deployment due to the training demands and high 

popularity of the device with both Speedwatch groups and PCSOs carrying out 

checks.  Again; Crackdown reports should be submitted for offending vehicles and an 

average speed taken.  If the average speed exceeds the ACPO guidance then Step 

5 is initiated. 

Step 5: An Operation for enforcement is mounted, as the above steps have been 

taken to educate drivers.  Once the operation is complete, Step 1 is retaken and the 

process begins again.  

Speedwatch groups are still able to request both the SID and Genesis devices outside of 

this, and we may mount Operations in areas where there is no Speedwatch group or suitable 

SID site.  I have already taken a measurement at Sidlesham Football Club at 17.30 on a



 

 

weekday.  The average speed for 102 cars was 30.31mph.  Since the last meeting 3 Section 

59 warnings have been issued on the area, with several others on the surrounding areas. 

There have also been two Section 165 seizures during this time. 

 

High-Vis Patrols 

When I have available down time, I have been continuing to patrol the beat.  Unfortunately 

one of my colleagues remains on long-term sick leave, which means I have also had to add 

both Witterings and the Birdham area to my patrols.  This, in addition to the extra workload 

that comes with the busy Summer months means that I have been able to get out just on 

patrol less than I would have liked. 

 
Thefts 
 
Since the last meeting there has been a total of 3 Burglaries that have all been non-dwelling 

burglaries.  There has also been a total of 17 theft offences.  Five were on the Lakeside 

Caravan Park, 2 were from within Businesses (likely to be employees), 2 were from within a 

dwelling (offender is highly likely to be known to the victim), and one final incident was 

related to travellers attempting to gain entry into a field.  

This leaves a total of 7 thefts that were within the scope set previously (i.e. night-time thefts 

or similar) as a previous priority.  While this is higher than previous meetings there has also 

been a 50% longer time period being covered by this meeting, which would bring us to very 

similar levels as previously.  Patrols continue in areas likely to be hit. 

 

Other Issues 
 
 
Travellers 
 

There is currently a traveller encampment at the Marine Drive Car Park, West Wittering.  The 

court process was due today, however I have not heard the result.  The site is extremely 

tidy, especially when compared to previous sites.  Some of the people on site had left over 

the weekend, and did not then proceed stay anywhere else on the Manhood Peninsula. 

There is no indication as to where they may go next, so ensure all areas are as secure as 

possible. 

 
Cycle Thefts 
 

While it does not appear to have spilt over onto the Manhood Peninsula as yet, there is a 

concerning number of pedal cycles being stolen in and around Chichester.  I would like to 

take the opportunity to remind everyone to store cycles as securely as possible, preferably 



 

 

not outside (though I appreciate that bike racks normally are!).  A heavy duty lock, locking 

both wheels to the frame and then to a secure point is advised. 

Sussex Police also offer bike marking free of charge. 

 

Wildlife Crime 
 

Since the last meeting there have been no reports of hare coursing or poaching.  However 

many of the fields have now been harvested and may be inviting to offenders. 

 

Immobilise 
 

I would like to make you all aware of the website www.immobilise.com.  This is a free to use 

website which allows you to store details for any items which have a serial number (be it a 

frame number, IMEI for a mobile phone etc) or are particularly distinctive.  Following the suit 

of many other UK Forces, Sussex Police now has access to the database. 

Were an item to be lost or stolen, the owner can flag this item up as such.  This then allows 

us to access the database at the roadside and check against the current list of items for lost 

or stolen property, greatly enhancing our ability to establish items as stolen.  Almost as soon 

as this database was introduced, it allowed an Officer to make an arrest as the offender had 

a mobile phone flagged as stolen on the database. 

This database is in addition to our own database, but can be accessed nationally (ours is 

only within Sussex Police) so if a stolen item makes it to another part of the country it can 

still be returned to its owner. 

http://www.immobilise.com/

