
Sidlesham, Hunston and North Mundham Neighbourhood Panel 
 

11 September 2013 – 7 pm – North Mundham Village Hall 

 

 

Attendees 

 

Name Representing 

Corina Hall Sidlesham Parish Council 

PCSO Jacob McQuillan Manhood Peninsula Neighbourhood Police Team 

John Owen North Mundham Neighbourhood Watch 

Roger Pagram Hunston Parish Council 

Linda Rex Hunston Neighbourhood Watch 

David Rozier North Mundham Neighbourhood Watch 

Tim Russell (Chairman) North Mundham Parish Council 

Denia Turnbull Chairman, North Mundham Parish Council 

Cllr Margaret Whitehead WSCC 

 

 

1. Introductions 

  

1.1 Those present were invited to introduce themselves. 

  

1.2 Apologies were received from David Baron, Barry Coventry, Sarah Gunn, Frances Neave 

(who has asked to be removed from the distribution list) and Innes Mary Quigley. 

  

2 Approve minutes of the previous meeting 

  

2.1 The minutes were agreed to be an accurate record of the previous meeting. 

  

3 Matters Arising 

  

3.1 Chichester Food Park Entrance (minute 7.1).  PCSO McQuillan reported that his traffic officer 

colleagues had looked at the problem caused by heavy vehicles leaving the Food Park at the 

roundabout on the A259.  It was their view that there was little that could be done since the 

roundabout was correctly signed.  This problem would always arise when heavy vehicles 

were trying to join a busy roundabout.  The meeting wondered whether it would be 

appropriate to have an additional sign warning of large vehicles leaving the site, but it was 

thought unlikely the highway authority would sanction such a sign on their land, and there 

was nowhere else to put it. 

  

3.2 Sight Lines at Junction of Church Road, North Mundham and the B2166 (Minute 7.2).  It was 

reported that the vegetation had been cleared. 

  

4 Discussion of Previous Priorities 

  

4.1 PCSO McQuillan updated the meeting.  A copy of his notes is attached at Annex A. 

  



4.2 Driving Offences, and specifically speeding. 

  

4.2.1 The police continued to operate against driving offenders in the area, and the Road Policing 

Unit had seized the vehicle belonging to one particular repeat offender.  

  

4.2.2 PCSO McQuillan advised that he was now trained in the use of speed guns, so that he could 

identify offenders for further police action.  Although he could only monitor offenders, his 

reports could contribute to Operation Crackdown reporting. 

 

   

4.3 Burglaries and theft   

  

4.3.1 Despite the load that the Balcombe anti-fracking protests had placed on the police, the area 

had enjoyed a low crime rate, with the exception of some particular issues in Selsey (which 

included an alleged rape).  This was despite the spell of hot weather which may have 

tempted people to leave windows and doors open and properties less secure.  

  

4.4 Travellers 

  

4.4.1 The traveller problem appeared to be focused mainly on the Tangmere area, though there 

were reports of two small groups in the Selsey area and one on the A259 north of Bognor 

near where the new road is being built  

  

4.4.2 It was noted that the local communities had taken or were taking steps to install height 

barriers at the entrance to public spaces which travellers might target, and it was suggested 

they need to remain vigilant until such measures are in place.  

  

5 Current Issues 

    

5.1 Operation Crackdown.  

   

5.1.1 The new re-designed Operation Crackdown website is now in operation, and should be more 

user-friendly than the one it replaces.  The difficulty of gathering data to make a report was 

noted – a lone driver could find it difficult to note a number plate while still driving safely 

themselves.  However it was agreed it was a worthwhile initiative. 

 

   

5.2 Lamping  

   

5.2.1 Although wildlife crime has not been a particular problem, PCSO McQuillan noted that the 

local area had recently seen a case of suspected ‘lamping’ – illegal shooting of wildlife at 

night using powerful lamps.  He asked for reports of any suspicious activity which might point 

to further instances, which could become more prevalent as the evenings get darker. 

 

   

5.3 Personnel. 

  

5.3.1 PCSO McQuillan reported that PCSO Sean Keefe had returned to duty and would be working 

in the area on the same shift pattern as his. 

  

 



6 Establish New Priorities 

  

6.1 In view of the low levels of Burglaries and Theft, it was suggested that they might be removed 

from the list of priorities.  In the case of Travellers, the meeting recognised that there was little 

that the local police could do while their responses were still circumscribed by police policy, 

and while the situation seemed to have settled to a steady state it was appropriate to remove 

it as a priority.   

  

6.2 This would leave only Driving Offences, and specifically Speeding, as a priority.  However the 

meeting noted the very positive effect which having a high Police visibility seemed to have on 

crime and on gaining and maintaining public confidence, and would like to include this as a 

priority. 

  

6.3 The two priorities are therefore established as: 

 Driving Offences, and specifically speeding 

 Maintaining high visibility 

  

7 Any Other Business 

  

7.1 Tractors 

  

7.1.1 Concern was expressed about the speed of large tractors and their towed loads, which 

appeared particularly threatening on narrow roads.  However it was suggested that, despite 

appearances, records indicate they are generally not breaking the speed limit – it is just their 

dominant size which makes it appear they are doing so.  Nevertheless it would be useful to 

have some way of providing feedback to the main contractors who were active in the area.  It 

was noted that the main contractors used to give each tractor a prominent number, and 

provide the contact details for their supervisors.  The Chairman volunteered to see if this 

system could be re-established. 

  

7.2 Participation by Other Parishes 

  

7.2.1 PCSO McQuillan observed that the recent Neighbourhood Panel meeting for Donnington and 

Apuldram was poorly attended, and wondered whether future meetings might cover this area 

as well.  The meeting was wary of too large an area leading to a loss of local focus, but 

agreed that representatives of these two parishes might be invited to the next meeting as an 

experiment. 

  

7.3 Date of Next Meeting.  It was agreed to hold the next meeting at 1900 on Wednesday, 13 

November 2013, in North Mundham Village Hall.   

  

7.4 The meeting closed at approximately 2000. 
 
 

Annex A:  Copy of PCSO McQuillan’s “Sidlesham, Hunston and North Mundham 11/09/13 Police 

Update” 



 

Annex A to  

Minutes of Meeting 

11 September 2013 

 

Sidlesham, Hunston and North Mundham 11/09/13 Police Update 

 

I am happy to report a continued low crime rate, despite recent months stretching Police resources.  

 

Current Priorities 

 

Anti-Social Driving 

 

We continue to target anti-social driving across the peninsula, with RPU running an Operation in 

August.  At least one vehicle, a prolific poor driver, has their vehicle seized under Section 59 of the 

Road Traffic Act. 

 

I have been out with my colleague, PCSO Sean Keefe, with the SID.  Unfortunately we had it booked 

on the week the alleged rape occurred in Selsey, and were unable to get out with the device 

frequently.  While deployed, the device had a marked effect on driving speeds.  Several drivers 

exceeded the limit and were reported to Operation Crackdown. 

 

Whilst on patrol, I have been leaving the marked car in places visible from the roads, where possible, 

where it has a visible effect on vehicle speeds. 

 

I am now trained with the speed measurement devices (speed guns), which allows me to make 

accurate measurements of vehicles.  Offending vehicles can then be reported to Operation 

Crackdown with highly accurate speed measurements. 

 

Burglary and Theft 

 

Across the parishes, we have had a single burglary, which occurred in Hunston. 

There have been two thefts in the North Mundham area, one of which was an un-attended bag. 

There have been two thefts from Sidlesham, both from outside properties. 

 

There were two further thefts reported, but neither relate to the residents of the Parishes (one being a 

theft of a mobile from one of the businesses at the Chichester Food Park). 

 

Travellers 

 

Two small groups of travellers (totalling around 6 caravans) were in Ellis Square, Selsey, briefly, 

before being evicted by Chichester District Council.  While there, they did not appear to impact on the 

parishes covered by the NMP. 

 

Other Issues 

 

There has been this season’s first call of lamping (illegal shooting at night by the light of powerful 

torches) in the area.  They were challenged by a local resident and we have had no further reports.  I 

would like to remind everyone that, now the crops have been harvested, coursing and lamping are 

liable to return.  While this does not constitute a serious problem yet, I would like all members to 

remain vigilant.  


