
MINUTES 
 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING WORKING PARTY HELD ON 3rd JULY 2012 
 WHICH COMMENCED 6.00 PM AT NORTH MUNDHAM VILLAGE HALL NORTH MUNDHAM 

 
PRESENT: Austin Wade (Development Officer, Hyde Group), Denia Turnbull (Chairman, North 
Mundham Parish Council), Frances Neave (North Mundham Parish Council), Julia Holt (North 
Mundham Parish Council), Ian Sedgley (Resident) and Clare Dalgliesh (Resident). 
 
In attendance:  Louise Chater (Parish Clerk) 
 
26.12 Minutes of the Previous Meeting  

 
The minutes were agreed as a true record of the affordable housing working 
party meeting held on 12 June 2012. 
 

 

27.12 Apologies  
 
Sam Irving (Rural Housing Enabler, Chichester District Council) – prior 
commitment  
Tim Russell (North Mundham Parish Council) - holiday 
 

 

28.12 Register of Interest  
 
Claire Dalgliesh and Julia Holt declared an interest in the potential 
availability of the units for rent.  
 

 

29.12 
 

Land South of B2166 
 
1. Update of negotiations with Mr Chitty (Land south of B2166) – Austin 

stated the negotiations were continuing and a price had been agreed, 
however he was considering approaching Mr Chitty for a reduction in 
price per plot due the high cost of the site access.  

2. Update on negotiations with Southern Water - Austin Wade reported 
that Mr Chitty had approached Southern Water to open negotiations to 
gain access to the field to build a medical centre.  Concern was 
expressed that the proposed development could include additional 
housing.  Austin stated he not been made aware of any further 
proposed properties other than the Centre.  Austin stated that if Mr 
Chitty proposed further housing development on the site this would 
need to be included in the negotiations for access to the site as he 
currently had no access rights over the track and the proposed design 
for the exception site did not facilitate access to the field.  
 
Southern Water had requested in the heads of terms agreement that 
The Hyde Group would be responsible for maintaining the highway, in 
addition to negotiations with Southern Water Mr Chitty would be 
required to enter into negotiations with The Hyde Group.  The group 
would expect compensation towards the cost of maintaining the 
highway if the highway remained un-adopted. 
 

 



Austin reported the Heads of Agreement and costs had been drawn up.   
Southern Water had requested that the site had a maximum of 15 units, 
restricted to rented properties only.  The Hyde Group maintain the 
access which would be a minimum of 5.5 metres wide and all of 
Southern Water’s legal and surveyor fees be paid by the Hyde Group.  
 
The sum required by Southern Water was higher than expected and as 
such the site would have to have 15 properties to be financially viable.   
 
It was noted that if the access road remained un-adopted and The Hyde 
Group was responsible for the maintenance the cost would be included 
in the service costs for the properties which would be collected via the 
rental. 
 
Austin confirmed the additional land required for the visibility splays 
was owned by West Sussex County Council who had agreed in principle 
no charge to grant access rights over this land.  
 

3. Planning application – Austin advised that work had commenced on the 
planning application and provided a first draft of the floor plans and 
elevations.  It was noted that the site was reflective of the cottage 
nature of the majority of the properties in the parish; the access road 
would be approximately 7 metres wide, including a footpath and service 
margin with a tactile crossing point to link with the existing footpath.  It 
was noted that Austin and The Hyde Group’s solicitor had walked the 
site with the view to including pedestrian access to the village and this 
was currently being investigated, possibly via land currently owned by 
The Hyde Group.  
 
Members of the working party were concerned that 8 of the 15 
properties were two bed properties which was considered to be a large 
percentage.  In addition there was the reduction in four bedroom 
properties as the working group were aware of the requirement for four 
bedroom properties within the parish.  Austin said that the housing 
need list was frozen last month so the need was very current and the 
plan was reflective of the need on the housing register; furthermore it 
was unusual to include a four bed property at all.   
 
It was requested that the three bedroom properties had a kitchen/diner 
as this was more practical rather than the current proposed 
lounge/diner.  It was also noted on the display map a small slither of 
land near the boundary of the development was unused but could allow 
access to the field.  

4. Update for Parish Council – following discussion it was agreed that the 
working group would undertake some further research into Mr Chitty’s 
intention for the site.  Austin said he had expected to receive the 
support of the council to submit the application following this evening’s 
meeting, the Chairman responded it was not the case of not supporting 
the proposed development it was concerned with regard to the 
proposals for the rest of the site.  Austin stated that no further work 
would take place on the planning application until support from the 



Council had been received.  
 

30.12 Housing Need - Update 
 
Aylwin Place allocation – nothing further to report.  
 

 

31.12 Any other business  
 
No further matters were raised.  
 

 

32.12 Date of next meeting  
 
3rd September 2012 commencing at 6pm  
 

 

 
The meeting closed at 7.10pm  


