
Minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 4th December 2012 
 

PRESENT: Cllrs Denia Turnbull (Chairman), Tim Russell (Vice Chairman), Jon Stuart, Frances 
Neave, Rob Callaway-Lewis, Julia Holt, Annie Mclean and Paul Chivers.  
 
In attendance: Mrs Louise Chater (Clerk), County Cllr Andrew Smith, Mr John Smith Environment 
Agency, Cllr Nathan Dellicott (Pagham Parish Council), District Cllr Simon Oakley(Oving Ward)  and 
eleven  members of the public.  
 
203.12 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME ON MATTERS ON THE AGENDA  

 
Mr Neave stated that a letter had been submitted to Chichester District 
Council with a new site layout at the site known as land south of Stoney 
Lodge which confirmed the intention to resubmit the application. 
 
Mr Higgins stated he was representing the Playing Field Trust fund raising 
committee and he provided a written report (attached).  The Playing Field 
Trust had identified an extra small meeting/club room in the roof space.  
Within the next 10 years the existing pavilion roof would need replacing.  The 
builders had stated if the work to replace the roof and link in the pavilion 
annexe was completed during the current building project it would cost an 
additional £51,000.  However, if the work was carried out as a separate 
project in the future it would cost £75,000 at present prices.   
 
The Playing Field Trust would like to apply for a loan from the Parish Council 
to bring the development work forward to save the community £25,000. The 
loan would be paid back over a 12/15 year period.  
 
It was noted that a decision on the provision of the money would be required 
by the end of January 2013. 
 
Clarification was requested on the expenditure used for the budget.  It was 
confirmed that today’s prices had been applied throughout the 12 year 
period.   
 
Concern was expressed that the group had not approached other grant 
funding bodies for the funds as the Parish Council was not a financing body. 
 
It was noted that there was no allowance made for interest on the loan.  Mr 
Higgins confirmed that he had not put in interest as he was not aware of 
what rate to use.  However, that did not mean that interest could not be 
applied to the loan.  
 
Concern was expressed that the hire income from the new annexe might be 
an optimistic prediction.  Mr Higgins stated he considered it a very 
conservative estimate of income.  The income in the first year was already 
pledged as rental from Sunbeams.  
 
Mr Higgins offered to attend any meeting to discuss the document in detail.  
 
The Chairman thanked Mr Higgins for his report.  On a proposal by the 
Chairman it was RESOLVED to form a working party to prepare a report for 
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Council.  The membership of the working was Cllrs. Turnbull, Russell, Neave 
and Stuart.  
 

204.12 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
Cllr. Richard Beeny – personal reasons  
District Cllr. Jarvis – personal reasons  
 

 

205.12 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS AND DISPENSATION REQUESTS  
 
No decelerations of interests were made.  
 
It was noted that all councillors except Cllr Mclean had completed their 
dispensation request form in relation to setting the precept and the Clerk 
confirmed that dispensation had been granted for the remaining term of 
office.  
 

 

206.12 PRESENTATION BY MR JOHN SMITH, TEAM LEADER ASSET PERFORMANCE 
TEAM EAST HAMPSHIRE AND CHICHESTER, ENVIRONMENT AGENCY 
 
Mr Smith reported that since the flood events in June there were two reports 
being compiled.  The first was being carried out by Black and Veatch on the 
effects of the work at Medmerry and the second was by West Sussex County 
Council on flooding in general.  
 
He stated that since June an early weed cut and a second cut had taken place 
in Pagham Rife.  He was currently investigating the silt situation and work to 
de-silt the rife would commence shortly in key locations. He continued to 
investigate how the Rife and the surrounding ditches worked.   
Mr Smith said the Lavant river flood alleviation scheme had never been used 
in anger. The work currently being carried out would ensure that the Rife 
would be able to cope with the additional water discharged by the flood 
alleviation scheme.  
 
Mr Smith reminded residents of their responsibilities if they live adjacent to a 
river, culvert or ditch.  The Environment Agency had the power to force 
residents to carry out the required work.  
 
The Chairman thanked Mr Smith for his presentation and offered the 
opportunity to members of the public to ask questions.   
 
Q: The ditches in South Mundham continue to cause problems.  
A: The Environment Agency had no responsibility to clear ditches; they were 
only responsible for clearing of Pagham Rife.  Residents, farmers and the 
County Council were responsible for this work.  
 
The view was expressed that not enough communication with local residents 
takes place to ensure that the Environment Agency were aware of the 
situation in the area.  Mr Smith responded that residents needed to notify 
the Environment Agency if they were experiencing problems.   
 
It was stated that since the second weed clearance work had taken place on 
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the rife it was now flowing correctly.  When it rains the water level rises 
rapidly, however, it soon drops whereas up until the work was completed 
the water remained in the rife.   
 
It was reported that at the location where the overhead power lines cross 
the rife there was a great deal of silt.  Mr Smith responded that there were 
health and safety issues with this location, however, he intended to have the 
silt removed from this area.  
 
Mr Smith stated he required approval from RSPB with regard to silt removal 
in some of the lower parts of the Pagham Rife, however, he was working to 
obtain this.  
 
Q. What is the level of silt at a location before it was necessary for it to be 
removed?  
A. Mr Smith apologised he did not know the answer to this question.  
 
Concern was expressed with regard to the installation of private sewage 
plants and pollution control in South Mundham.  If the correct installation of 
sewage plants and septic tanks in South Mundham was enforced this would 
prevent sewage entering the rife which in turn encouraged the growth of the 
reeds.  
 
Q.  Why were there no flood warnings issued for the events in June for the 
Pagham Rife. 
A. There is no flood warning monitoring equipment south of Chichester and 
there were no flood alert issued within the area that is monitored.  
 
Q. You stated that the River Lavant Flood Alleviation scheme was not 
switched on, however the sluice gate was currently screwed down and water 
was being sent down the flood alleviation scheme.  
A. Mr Smith assured the meeting that he would investigate this as it should 
not be in use.  
 
Q. Would the Environment Agency be carrying out a maintenance 
programme on the Rife next year?  
A. The programme of maintenance work for next year had not been drafted 
yet, however, the current programme was available on the website.  Funding 
for the maintenance programme had been applied for but confirmation of 
the grant available had not been received yet.  
 
Q. Had there been any removal of silt from the Rife since 2001? 
A. No I am not aware of any silt removal since that time.   
 
Mr Dellicott stated the memorandum of understanding states “the 
Environment Agency would undertake works in the Pagham Rife, including 
measures to be taken to control weed growth and the removal of silt at 
pinch points on the Rife, such as Copyhold Farm bridge.  The objective was to 
achieve efficient flow from north to south”.  Mr Smith requested a copy of 
the document.  
 
The Chairman thanked Mr Smith for attending and clarifiying the situation 
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and looked forward to seeing the work completed on the rife in due course.  
Mr Smith, Mr Dellicot and ten members of the public left the meeting.  
 

207.12 MINUTES  
 
On a proposal by Cllr. Neave, it was RESOLVED to agree and sign the minutes 
of the meeting held on the 6th November 2012; this was duly completed.  
 

 

208.12 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  
 
All matters were covered.  
 

 

209.12 PLANNING  
To consider all notified planning permission applications  
 
NM/12/04321/DOM 
Mr Ian Griffiths 
Kingfisher Nursery Fisher Lane South Mundham Chichester 
Proposed extension and alterations. 
NO OBJECTION 
 
Updates from Chichester District Council, West Sussex County Council and 
Arun District Council  
 
NM/12/03407/FUL 
Park Holidays UK 
Lakeside Holiday Park  Vinnetrow Road Runcton  
Deletion of Condition 6 of planning consent (T/APP/L3815/A/88/100255) to 
allow all year holiday use of 24 holiday cabins. 
On a proposal by Cllr. Russell it was RESOLVED that Cllr. Turnbull, would 
make representation before the District Council Planning Committee on 5th 
December 2012.  
 
NM/12/03384/FUL 
Mr A Drury 
10 Elm Grove Runcton  
Proposed erection of a 2 bedroom chalet bungalow on land to the rear of 10 
Elm Grove. 
REFUSE 
 
HN/12/02692/FUL 
Northmark Outram Way Hunston  
Erection of 18 dwellings (including 7 affordable dwellings) 
PENDING DECISION  
 
NM/12/02810/FUL 
Ms Emma Randall 
Chichester Food Park Bognor Road Chichester  
Agricultural grain store and concrete apron. 
PENDING CONSIDERATION  
 
NM/12/02448/FUL 
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Mr P Hill 
Stanley Nursery Pagham Road North Mundham 
The replacement of 1700m2 glasshouse with a  5700m2 plastic covered 
growing house and reservoir. 
PERMIT 
 
NM/11/04054/FUL 
Mr Peter Hill (Hill Brothers Ltd) 
Hill Brothers Chichester Limited Pagham Road North Mundham  
Commercial greenhouse and reservoir. 
PENDING CONSIDERATION  
 
NM/12/00386/OUT  
Land South Of Stoney Lodge School Lane North Mundham 
Mixed housing development, comprising 4 no. 1 bed flats, 1 no. 2 bed 
bungalow, 2 no. 3 bed bungalows, 4 no. 3 bed semi's, 3 no. 3 bed terraced 
houses, 1 no. 4 bed detached dwelling, associated access road, gardens and 
parking areas. 
It was noted that the applicant had submitted a revised layout for 
consideration by the Planning Officer before resubmission of the application.  
 
Appeals, Licence Applications, and Enforcement Matters 
 
NM/11/00573/CONWST - Leythorne Farm Storage of road and building 
materials – no further update 
 
NM/04/00138/CONBC - Lakeside Holiday Park – no further update  
  
HN/11/00585/CONBC Land to North of Electricity Sub Station Hunston – no 
further update  
 
Planning Correspondence 
 
Nothing further.  
 
Facilitating Appropriate Development (FAD)  
 
Nothing further.  
 
Local Plan 
 
The Clerk reported that she had received confirmation from Chichester 
District Council that the proposed affordable housing scheme and any FAD 
applications, if permitted, would count towards the parish housing targets.  
However, any developments less than 5 would not count towards the targets 
and as such garden infill plots would not count towards the targets.  
  
Neighbourhood Planning on the Manhood Peninsula  
 
Nothing Further.  
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210.12 COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT  
 
County Cllr. Smith stated that the County Council was now the Local Flood 
Authority, however, guidance in relation to this was awaited from 
Government.   The County Council had delegated authority to Chichester 
District Council with regard to drainage issues.  It was noted that this officer 
was a shared position and was based at Arun District Council.  
 
It was noted a consultant had been employed to investigate improvements 
at junctions on the A27 with the view that developers of significant sites fund 
the cost of the work.  
 
Walnut Tree Roundabout – nothing tangible had taken place but he had been 
advised that discussions were taking place.  
 

 

211.12 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT  
 
District Cllr. Oakley on behalf of District Cllr. Jarvis 
 
The cost for the shared drainage officer was met by County Council as it was 
a delegated position.  In future parishes would have to act as the eyes and 
ears for the local area and to be more proactive in finding a local solution.   
 
Council tax setting – The Cabinet had agreed in principle today an 
arrangement so that the changes in the way that council tax grant was 
received from central government would have no net loss to the Parish 
Council.  The District Council were waiting for confirmation from Central 
Government with regard to whether a cap on any increase in Council Tax 
would be imposed for parish councils.  
 
New homes bonus – this was not new funding and had been diverted from 
elsewhere.  It had been designed to reward to communities that receive 
significant new housing, however, it might be needed to be called upon in 
future to close the deficit.  
 

 

212.12 FINANCE  
v 

 

 1. Bank Balances as at date of meeting  

Parish Council  £ 

Current Account – Bank of Ireland 4884.26 

Current Account – Unity Bank 0.00 

Reserve Account 94154.14 

  

Village Hall  

Current Account 20364.09 

Reserve Account 21153.68 

Reserve Account  50.02 

 
2. Approval of Parish Council and Village Hall Management Committee 

payments and authority to sign cheques  

 PARISH COUNCIL £ chq no   
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West Sussex County 
Council Pension Fund 152.84 300001 month 9 

Staples  16.50 300002 paper 

Mr M Brooks 80.00 300003 
bus shelter 
cleaning 

The Information 
Commissioner 35.00 300004 Data Protection  

Village Hall £ Chq no    

TP & TJ Reed 419.88 200219 invoice 1685 

Mr M Brooks 30.00 200220 window cleaning  

Mr G North 130.00 200221 
deposit for Stove 
Pipe Band  

On a proposal by Cllr. Neave, it was RESOLVED to make payment and sign the 
cheques; this was duly completed.  
3. Approval of Financial Statement – no statement  
4. Bus Shelter Vandalism. The Clerk reported that she had chased Jago 

Developments but had not received a quote as yet.  
5. Unity Bank Account and Internet Banking - On a proposal by Cllr. Russelll, 

it was resolved to sign the letter authorising the transfer of the standing 
order payments from the Bank of Ireland to Unity Bank.  This was duly 
completed.  

6. Council Tax Support  - covered by District Cllr Oakley 
7. 2nd Budget Report  - Cllr. Neave advised that the village hall committee 

were proposing to increase the rental costs for the village hall.  Cllr Stuart 
stated the youth club were in the position to be able to absorb the 
increase in cost.  
 
The grant payments were considered appropriate.  
 
Clerk’s salary  - it was noted the employment committee were due to 
meet on Thursday to review the Clerk’s terms and condition and would 
make a report to Council in due course.  

 
213.12 WALNUT TREE ROUNDABOUT SAFE CROSSING  

 
1. Update on ownership of land – matter closed. 
2. Update from West Sussex County Council  
3. Allocation of 106 Monies  

 
Matter covered by County Cllr. Smith 
 

 

214.12 WAR MEMORIAL  
 
Cllr. Stuart stated he had emailed Mr Coward to confirm the position and 
requested confirmation of the members of the committee from the Parochial 
Church Council.   He also confirmed that he would register the war memorial 
and requested Mr Coward’s assistance with the completion of the form.  
 

 

215.12 FLOODING in PARISH – Report by Cllr Maclean 
 
1. Culvert in South Mundham. Someone came to look at the culverts and 

 



 

 
8 

assess the cost of inspecting them by camera. He was spotted looking 
confused by a resident; he had a scrap of paper with a poor sketch of 
where the drains/culverts run and had never seen the excellent plan that 
was produced in 2009 and forwarded to Highways twice in the last four 
months by me. The resident was able to explain the issues and where the 
culverts run. We await some action. 

2. Ditch clearance - The letters from West Sussex County Council Highways 
department to the landowners in South Mundham about ditch 
maintenance have had some effect and a number have been cleared. 
There are a couple more ditches that need doing; I shall allow two more 
weeks and if nothing happens to them I will ask Highways to pursue the 
issue with the landowners.  

3. Internal Drainage Board survey – Cllr. Maclean confirmed she had 
completed the questionnaire and submitted.  

4. Pagham Rife Flood Situation – it was agreed that the Parish Council 
would monitor this situation carefully and liaise more closely with 
Pagham Parish Council.  

 
Cllr. Russell reported a resident of Fletcher Place had contacted him stating 
that their toilet had not drained properly for four days.  However, they had 
not reported the matter to Southern Water during the event.  
 

216.12 PLAYING FIELD COMMITTEE  
 
Cllr Chivers reported that the quantity surveyor was inspecting the roof 
proposals. 
 
It was noted the Football Club had reported that there was a considerable 
reduction in litter and dog fouling on the field during the period when the 
gates were locked.  This would be reviewed at the next meeting of the 
Committee.  It was requested that, if it was agreed that the gates were to be 
locked in future, then the padlocks be easier to use.  
 

 

217.12 VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  
 
Cllr Neave reported the Committee considered it appropriate to increase 
fees to cover the loss of income from Sunbeams when it relocates to the 
pavilion annexe.  All AGREED.  
 
The Committee had discussed the provision of a projector and screen. 
Although concern had been expressed over the safety of the equipment it 
was considered it would be a useful asset.  
 
One member of the public left the meeting. [Suggest you leave this out, 
unless we can identify when the other 10 members of the public left!] 
  

 

218.12 YOUTH CLUB 
 
Cllr Stuart stated Hunston Parish Council were due to meet on 5th December.  
It was noted that 11 out of 33 were out of area children attending the group.  
It was noted they could afford the proposed increase in costs for hiring of the 
hall.  
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219.12 AFFORDABLE HOUSING  

 
Nothing further.  
 

 

220.12 HIGHWAY ISSUES 
 

1. Parking on the junction of Church Road – no further update   
2. Highway verges in Runcton and South Mundham – Cllr Maclean 

expressed concern about tractors and four by four owners who were 
driving on the verge and the damage that this was causing to the 
ditches.  

 

 

221.12 CLERK’S REPORT  
 

1. Street Plate Sign Fletcher Place – it was noted that street name plate 
had been replaced - matter closed.  

2. Appraisal – it was noted the Clerk was due to have her appraisal on 
6th December 2012.   

3. Abandoned vehicle Palmer Place North Mundham – following a 
report from a member of the public the clerk had reported a grey 
Fiat abandoned in Palmer Place, however the vehicle was currently 
taxed and as such unless it was causing an obstruction it was not 
possible to remove it.  

 
 

 

222.12 ITEMS FOR REPORTING AND INCLUSION ON FUTURE AGENDAS 
 

1. 2012 National Parish Magazine Awards – The clerk reported the 
Parish Council newsletter had been placed 178th place out of 890 
submissions, she would print some examples of the winning 
magazines.  

2. Mundham 90 – it was noted that volunteers had come forward. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AGENDA  

223.12 CORRESPONDENCE  
 

1. NM/12/00386/OUT – Land south of Stoney Lodge letter from 
applicants agent and revised site layout  

2. Local Plan: questions on housing numbers copy of response 
submitted by the Clerk  

3. SALC Interim Winter bulletin 2012  
4. Local Councils Update – December 2012  
5. In Unity – newsletter 
6. Combined horticultural production & energy hubs: A review  
7. The Clerk – November 2012  
8. Local Councils Update – November 2012  
9. NM/12/02448/FUL – permission notice 
10. NM/12/03384/FUL – refusal notice 
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224.12 MEETING CALENDAR FOR 2013  
 
8th January, 5th February, 5th March, 2nd April, Annual General Meeting 7th 
May, Annual Parish Meeting 14th May, 4th June, 2nd July, 3rd September, 1st 
October, 5th November, 3rd December and 7th January 2014. 
 

 

 
The meeting closed 9.40pm  
 

Signed:  Denia Turnbull  Chairman North Mundham Parish Council  

 
Dated:  8th January 2013  


